Hope Lutheran Church
Milton, WI
June, 2021
Serving All Through Jesus Christ In Thought, Word and Deed

Use whatever gift you’ve received for the good of one another so that you
can show yourselves to be good stewards of God’s grace in all its varieties.
1 Peter 4:10

High School Graduates 2021
Katie Bilz
Clayton DeRemer
Ida Fladhammer
Lindsey Heitsman
Marissa Johnson
Christopher Klenz
Markas Mory
Mason Stephens

Aidan Conger
Madalyn Ellefson
Dakota Hall
Samantha Henry
Camryn Jorgensen
Laci McNutt
Allison Slatter

Our 2021 High School Graduates will be recognized on Sunday,
June 6th at 9am. All graduates and their families are invited to join
us for service under the pines (following COVID restrictions). A
small reception will be held after service.
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Pastor Carol
Grace and Peace to you dear Hope-filled people of God!
I am partial to the season of Spring when all green growing things start to push
their way into the light and warmth of the sun. Between the writing of this article and your reading of it, we will have celebrated the Day of Pentecost, the first
day of this green-growing Season of the church year which will extend across
the summer and into the fall.
New things are coming alive at Hope Lutheran. It’s been delightful to come back
together ‘under the pines’ for worship. Please do plan to participate in this
‘hybrid’ worship throughout the summer at 9:00 Sunday morning. Options for
gathering under the pines, under the shelter of our pavilion, sitting in chairs in
the lower parking lot, remaining in your cars for drive in worship or joining via
live-stream allows us to serve all of the comfort levels of our members. Some of
us have been vaccinated or plan to do so. Some of us will choose not to be vaccinated, while others will remain un-vaccinated due to doctor’s orders. We will
continue to love our neighbor by masking and social distancing through these
strange COVID times, while at the same time, CELEBRATING that we all can
worship together each Sunday morning.
I commend to you the attached article (below) from Wisconsin Council of
Churches, LOVE BUILDS UP, a “Returning to Church” Supplement released
May 13, 2021 which can provide guidance to our coming together as a congregation. (See Below)
Your Interim pastor,
Rev. Carol Baumgartner
PS. I am still looking for one to two women under the age of 50 to join our Transition Team, slated to begin working together mid-June.
The 7th to 8th grade confirmation class is opting to meet together OUTSIDE one
to two times a month following 9am worship, beginning June 13!
Love Builds Up, a “Returning to Church”
In light of guidance released today by the Centers for Disease Control advising
that vaccinated Americans can go without masks or social distancing in most
public settings, the Wisconsin Council of Churches recommends that congregations continue to exercise appropriate caution and provide thoughtful leadership
in how they gather. There are meaningful changes we can make to our COVIDsafe practices but faith based gatherings, particularly worship, are unique enough
occasions that they are unlike a general indoor setting covered by most CDC
guidance.
As we have stated previously during the pandemic, we are not required to do
something just because it is allowed. The apostle Paul advises Christians that
"knowledge puffs up, but love builds up" and that they should "take care that
your liberty does not somehow become a3stumbling block to the weak." (1 Cor.
8:1, 9). The minimum standard is not necessarily the guide by which the church
should operate.

We understand many church gatherings to be somewhat like public transit, where
people of mixed vaccine status are together for some time with limited ventilation.
The CDC recommendations which suggest there is low risk to gathering indoors
without masks, and do not raise alarm about singing, presume a fully vaccinated
group. That is not the case in most faith communities – and we would not want to
put church leaders in the position of needing enforce this in order to admit people to
worship. Indeed, this practice can be exclusionary and counter to Christian witness.
Many members of our communities remain unvaccinated and at higher risk of
COVID transmission. Some— particularly children under the age of 12 and medically fragile individuals such as pregnant women or the immunocompromised—
have not had the opportunity to be vaccinated. Such members deserve the highest
care and protection of the community, and all deserve to see the example of faithful
people expressing the love of Christ in following sensible precautions. In our excitement at good news for the vaccinated, let us not commit the sin of overlooking
parts of the body. Hastily-implemented practices can exclude "the least of these"
and threaten their health. The vulnerable among us should not be expected to bear
the burden of others' unwillingness to be vaccinated or follow COVID-safe policies.
If you are looking to adapt your practices to be less restrictive, some of our most
trusted sources currently recommend following a "two out three" approach: wearing masks and practicing social distancing indoors, and choosing either masks or
distancing as a strategy when gathering outdoors.
COVID is responsible for the deaths of up to 900,000 Americans, and long-term
health consequences for millions more. Although vaccination and improved medical care have eased the consequences of the pandemic, it is not behind us. Our faith
calls us to resist the temptation to assume that being vaccinated means our actions
are without consequence to those we claim to love the most. Let us build up the
Body of Christ by using growing scientific knowledge together with our best theology and pastoral practice. We can gather more people in physical space, more safely now. Let us continue safe practices so that we can be part of a global effort to
subdue this coronavirus.
THRESHOLDS OF RISK: NEW CASES IN THE COMMUNITY
Our colleagues in public health and epidemiology encourage us (and you) to think
about viral transmission in the community as you make your decisions. While vaccination rates are slowing, the pool of vaccinated people have already begun to
have an impact on viral transmission, which is declining overall. We are invited to
focus now on the rate of new cases in the community as our key statistic. Look to
statewide or region (county or multi-county area) statistics.
Most epidemiologists are avoiding large public gatherings indoors until viral transmission in the community is very low. Approximately 1 new case/100,000 people/
day (our “safest” level) is a good benchmark.

Church Council Update
At our Annual Meeting on Sunday, April 25th we thanked those Council members who were stepping down and welcomed those who were voted in to take
their places. Those who left council: Randy Lebakken, Suzanne Mickelson,
Jane Johns and Stu Bloom. We are grateful for the time and talents each one
shared with the church, and the hard work they did during their years of service.
We welcome Pat Parsons as our Council President, Marie Benson as Vice President and Cliff O’Beirne as Outreach chairperson. Please keep the entire council
in your prayers as they work to move the congregation forward during this time
of transition.

Worship Assistants
We are looking for volunteers to assistant at worship services this summer at
9am. We are looking for a lector and usher for service each week. If you are
interested in assisting please contact Evelyn Preston at 608-754-2475 or the
church office at office@hopemilton.org.
Looking for tech/Film team
Covid brought the necessity of learning to stream our worship services, something that the congregation has talked about doing for a few years. All though
we are transitioning to group worship in the near future, it is important for us to
continue providing our worship service on line. Steve Mathesius has been our
video person for over a year now. We are incredibly grateful for all of his time
and knowledge, but it’s time to share the duties so Steve can again enjoy worship
service as a member of the church. We are looking for a number of people to
share the weekly duties of videoing the service so it can be on a rotating schedule
instead of same person every week. We are also in the process of updating our
equipment to make the process easier. If you are interested in helping on this
team, please contact the office , 868-3680 or office@hopemilton.org. High
School & Middle students with experience will be considered as well.
Used Phone Donation Needed
We are also looking for a donation of a used smart phone (preferably an Apple
product) for livestreaming outside and as a back up to a permanent camera we
may purchase for the sanctuary. We are looking for a larger phone with a bigger
screen to make it easier if the person filming wants to zoom in or zoom out during service, and a newer version so the battery has some longer life to it. We are
hoping for :
• iPhone 11 Pro Max
• iPhone XS Max
• iPhone 8 Plus
The iPhone XS, iPhone X or iPhone 11 Pro are also good phones, but with a
smaller battery and smaller screen and will work if available. There is no need
for internet service attached to it as we will connect to the churches wireless internet. Please contact Kirsten at the office with any questions, 868-3680.

Musings from the Music Director
Come be a part of our “pop up choir” this summer! We will meet at 8 a.m. under the pavilion and rehearse a simple anthem and the hymns until 8:40 a.m. for
the 9 a.m. service that day. All ages are welcome to join for any or all of the
dates. Masks will be required. Dates: June 6, 20, July 4, 18, August 1, 8, 22.

BeFriender Ministry
Saturday, April 26, 2021, was the organizational training session for a new ministry at Hope Lutheran Church. The following Hope volunteers attended the 2-hour instructional
class: Rob Malewicki, Marilyn Bittner, Sherry Wille, Karl
Westlund, Pat Parsons (instructor), Annette Baker, Marie Benson, Kathy Thompson, and Jerry Arneson. Those volunteers
who were unable to attend were Sandy Larson and Kirsten
Woodcock. Pastor Carol will be our BeFriender clergy assistant.
BeFriender Ministry is having God present, caring, not curing, nonjudgmental
presence and active listening.
The group shared prayer, inspirational conversations and visioned future ministry
needs for our Hope congregation. Discussions centered around Home Bound
Communion, Prayer Chain Ministry, home visits, sending cards, telephone calls and several other acts of
ministry.
The group had a follow-up meeting
on Saturday, May 15 to review the
current membership directory and
possible ministry opportunities.
The group was inspired to begin a
new direction in the life of our congregation which will open up a
range of activities that will offer
care and mutual relationships to our
faith community.
If there any congregational members, family or friends of Hope who would like
to learn more or be in contact with a BeFriender, please call the church office at
608-868-3680 and you will be contacted by a member of the BeFriender Ministry.
We look forward to serving you.
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Milton Food Pantry
We are still having clients fill out order sheets in their car which volunteers
fill and take to their car.
Needs for pantry:
Cream soups

Dish Soap

Deodorant (Men & Women)

As always, money donations are welcome. Food or money donations can be
dropped off at the Food Pantry (36 Hilltop Dr) on Wednesday morning preferably from 9-11 or Wednesday afternoons from 2-4. You may also bring your
donations to the bin outside near the church entrance.
We are grateful for your monthly food donations. Peace be with you.

LWR Baby Care Kits
We have once again been awarded Thrivent Action Team money to complete
baby care kits for Lutheran World Relief. It will allow us to purchase a case
of cloth diapers (20 dozen). This will be enough to make 60 baby care kits.
The items needed, which should range in size from 6-24 months (no preemie)
and have no holes or stains, are:
Lightweight cotton t-shirts (no Onesies ®)
Long- or short-sleeved gowns, two piece outfits or sleepers (without feet)
Socks
Hand towel, dark color recommended
3 or 4 oz. bath-size bars of gentle soap, any brand, in original wrapping; no
mini or hotel size bars
Receiving blankets (no Fleece blankets)
Diaper pins
Hooded sweatshirt or sweater (zipper or button front preferred); if not hooded
add a hat
Items must not have any religious symbols, messages, holidays, your group’s
name, U.S. flags, patriotic or military symbols, or references to the armed
forces, including camouflage.
Donated items may be placed in the brown container outside of the front door
or taken into the church office.
If you have questions, please contact Jane Johns, 262-203-1346, or
jane.johns517@gmail.com. Thank you for your support of this project.

Prayer Shawl Meeting
We will meet on Monday, June 21st at 1:00pm to discuss our group and our future.
We need to decide if we will move forward with baptismal blankets and prayer
shawls. Any one interested please attend and any input will be greatly appreciated.
Any questions please contact Marilyn Krause at 608-751-2264. Thank you.
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Lutherdale Summer Camps
Lutherdale Summer Camps are alive and well
this summer with COVID protocols in place to
make it a safe and fun time. As in the past, Hope
is offering at $50.00 Campership for kids from
our church that are attending any of the week or
weekend camps. Contact the office to let us
know your child is attending and we will send
the money to Lutherdale.
Check out all the fun options for summer camp
at Lutherdale at www.lutherdale.org/programs/
summer-camps beginning June 13 and running through August 10.

Hope Treasurer’s Report
April General Mission Income

$14,677.00

April General Mission Expenses

$17,641.10

Difference

($2,964.10)

YTD General Mission Income

$56,308.00

YTD General Mission Expenses

$58,955.26

Difference

($2,647.26)

Benevolences paid

$3,247.89

LWR Personal Care Kits
Janet Parr has once again been awarded Thrivent Action Team money to complete personal care kits for Lutheran World Relief. It will be used to purchase
bath towels. Hope members are asked to contribute any of the following
items: 3 or 4 oz. bath-size bars of soap (any brand, in original wrapping; no
mini or hotel size bars), nail clippers (with or without a file), combs & toothbrushes A container will be provided at the church. Deadline for contributing
is July 18, 2021. If you have questions, please contact Jane Johns, 262-2031346, or jane.johns517@gmail.com. Thank you for your support of this project.
Note: 22 bars of soap have already been donated so there is a greater need for
the other items at this time.
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TUESDAY

9:00 am Worship under the
Pines w/Drive In 89.3FM
10:00 am Confirmation Mtg
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50 year Open House
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SATURDAY

June Readings
Sunday, June 6 – Second Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 3:8-15
Psalm 130
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Mark 3:20-35
Sunday, June 13 - Third Sunday after Pentecost
Ezekiel 17:22-24
Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15
2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17
Mark 4:26-34
Sunday, June 20 - Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Job 38:1-11
Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41
Sunday, June 27 - Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Lamentations 3:22-33
Psalm 30
2 Corinthians 8:7-15
Mark 5:21-43

LWR Quilting Ministry
The Hope volunteer quilters would like to thank the congregation for their generous donation of $230.00. The offering has been sent directly to Lutheran
World Relief to cover the $2.25 cost per quilt when shipped overseas.
We offer our heart felt condolences to the family Marian
Thoms who passed from this life on April 24th.
We give thanks for all those saints who go before us.

Stephene Rose Diane Clark was welcomed into the waters of
baptism on Sunday, May 2nd.
Please keep this new sister in Christ in your prayers.
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Vacation Bible School (VBS) 2021
This year we are trying something a little different for VBS. Camp Counselors
from Lutherdale Bible Camp in Elkhorn will be here the week of July 12-16 to
lead us in a VBS program, “From Generation to Generation”, from 9:00am to
2:30pm each day. Although they will be in charge of the program, there are
still many areas we will be needing volunteers. We need 2 host families
(responsible for a place to sleep , breakfast and dinner each day) for the counselors (Sunday-Friday). We need 4 adult volunteers and 8 teen volunteers to
work with groups. We need food and volunteers to make the food (snacks and
lunch) You can contact Janet Arndt (868-5340, janetarndt42@gmail.com)
with questions, or the church to sign up to volunteer (868-3680).
VBS is being offered for students who in the fall, will be entering 1st grade
through entering 6th grade. The cost is $10.00 with a family maximum of
$20.00. Sign up sheets are included in this newsletter and at the church office.
We are limited to the first 32 students that sign up. We are asking that forms
be turned in by June 20th. Scholarships are available by contacting the church.

Prayer List
If you would like your name or that of a loved one included on our prayer list,
please contact the church office. Because our worship services are being broadcast publicly (streaming on Facebook and low-power FM radio), we will only be
using first names during the Prayers of Intercession.

Donation
One of Marian Thoms’ favorite jobs at church was helping decorate the sanctuary
with colorful, artificial flower arrangements. She took great pride in arranging
and dropping off her creations. Since her passing last month, her daughter, Sherry has donated Marian’s flowers to the church. They have been and will continue
to be used to bring beauty to our church world. When you see artificial flowers
around the church, think of Marian and know that she is always with us in the
beautiful creations she loved to share.

Hope’s Little Food Pantry
Thank you to everyone who helps to keep our little food
pantry stocked. All donations are greatly appreciated.
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Dear Hope family,
With an “out of the blue” phone call from the then-Southern Wisconsin District of the ALC, George was called in 1974 to start a new mission congregation in Milton. With a delay in our residency in Milton due to
the birth of our youngest child, Amy, George became the “founding pastor”. With a strong, hope-filled commitment from an already-formed Steering Committee, ministry flourished quickly. George was privileged to serve
with you until 1991, when he became Executive Director of Lutherdale
Bible Camp, Elkhorn, WI
Again, with gracious hospitality and welcome, Hope has given our
family permission to hold a reception to CELEBRATE with THANKSGIVING, the fiftieth anniversary of George’s ordination. Of course, for our
whole family it is truly a homecoming event since we lived in Milton, 19741996.
Please join us as you are able in celebrating this special milestone!
You are invited to
CELEBRATE and GIVE THANKS for
50 years of ordained ministry in the ELCA of
GEORGE G. CARLSON
Sunday, June 13, 2021, 22-4 p.m.
in a casual, outdoor reception in the pavilion of
Hope Lutheran Church, Milton WI
335 Dairyland Drive
Looking forward to having you join us!
Solveig Carlson, 632 Kings Lynn Road, Stoughton, WI 53589
Celebration of Life & Memorial Service
In honor of the Reverend Jane McChesney

Intern and Interim at Hope Lutheran, 1999-2000
Where: First Lutheran Church, 223 S, 3rd St, Rockford IL
When: Saturday, July 17, 2021
11:00-11:30: Special Music
11:30-12:30: Memorial Service
Luncheon directly following in First Lutheran Fellowship Hall
Please note: This is a tentative date pending full COVID restrictions are lifted.
Internment will follow at a later date TBD at Beulah Rural Township Cemetery
Coal Valley, IL

Fees:
$10 one child
$20 max per family
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Heather Weberpal, Claire
Lebakken, Emily Lebakken
4 Jerry Hulburt
6. Leslie Alsteens, Sebastien
Maier
7. Courtney Morris
8 Kris Mathesius
9. Tim Lange
10. Carolyn Ellefson, Cole Kenyon,
Charles Ellefson
11. Jenna Mickelson,
Lisa Brovick
14. Mathew Stephens, Arlo
Westlund
15. Carter Muth
16. Michael Holtz, Megan Dillman
17. Larry Preston
18. Robert Blaser

Brian & Cindi Benson
Kurt & Gail Yanke
Bob & Sherry Wille
Dick & Marilyn Krause
John & Marilyn Bittner
Terry & Becca Garber
Larry & Evelyn Preston
Michael & Brittany Rush
Don & Marna Grosenick

19 Valerie Carlson, Dalton Shea,
Betty Anderson
20 Dell Riechers
21. Vance Lien
22. Kathy Thompson, Triston
Shea
23. Rose Klitzke, Emily Miller,
Cole Gransee
24. Rebecca Garber, Elliott Anderson
25. Lynne Woolstrum, Roger
Jensen, Alexis Henry,
Clayton DeRemer
27. Steve Hornung, David Kane,
Serena Westlund,
Katja Mathesius
28 Kay Storm
30 Jon Watson

June 4
June 4
June 6
June 11
June 14
June 20
June 25
June 25
June 30
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