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This is the Annual Report for 2020. As you read these reports, rejoice and give thanks to God 
for the leadership of a number of people and countless volunteers that kept the ac(vi(es of 
Hope Lutheran Church running smoothly.  
 

Now as we focus our a.en(on to our work for 2021 we have some business to conduct.  
Included in this Report is an Agenda for the Annual Mee(ng and the budget that was 
proposed in February for 2021. 
 

All this will happen on Sunday, April 25, 2021 at 11:00 a.m. 
• Drive Up Worship at 10:00 a.m.  Receive the Lord’s blessing in Holy Communion.  

Mee(ng following worship. 

Hope Lutheran Church Staff 2020 
 

Rev. Colle�e Gould (-12/20), Pastor  

Director of Music , Carleen Courtney 

Coordinator of Chris(an Educa(on, Sue Chwala (-2/20) 

Office Manager, Kirsten Woodcock 

Sextons, John Schultz & Deb Iatonna  

 

Congrega0on Council for 2020 
 

President, Randy Lebakken, 2021 

Vice-President, Suzanne Mickelson, 2021 

Secretary, Kristen Mathesius, 2022 

Treasurer, Larry Preston, (-8/20), Karen O’Rourke (8/20-) 

Board of Building and Grounds, Kevin Shea, 2023 

Board of Congrega(onal Life, Marilyn Bi�ner, 2022 

Board of Congrega(onal Outreach. Jane Johns 2021 

Board of Educa(on, Janet Arndt 2022 

Board of Evangelism,  Stu Bloom, 2021 

Board of Finance, Beth Knutson (5/19-5/20), Cindi Benson (5/20-) 

Board of Worship & Fine Arts, Chris Burke� , 2021 

Board of Stewardship, Karl Westlund & Chuck Hansing, (8/20-) 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
 

Serving all through Jesus Christ in  

thought, word and deed. 

Use whatever gift you’ve received for the good of one another so that you can 
show yourselves to be good stewards of God’s grace in all its varieties. 

1 Peter 4:10 
 

Adopted by Hope Lutheran Church 

July 2015 
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Agenda 

Annual Meeting 

Hope Lutheran Church - Milton, Wisconsin 

Sunday, April 25, 2021– 11:00 a.m. 
Call to Order 
 

Quorum 

 

Approval of Agenda 

 

Devotions 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 Annual Meeting August 23, 2020 

 Congregation Budget Meeting February 21, 2021 

 

New Business 

Report of the Nominating Committee 

Elections to the Congregation Council 
Approval of Delegates to the Synod Assembly 2022 (if held) 
Approval of Skaalen Home Representatives & Lutherdale Bible Camp Representatives 2022 

Election of the 2022 Nominating Committee (3 from the floor) 
Call Process Update 

 

Lord's Prayer - Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Doxology - Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below; Praise 
him above, ye heav'nly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
 

Adjournment 
 

5 



 

6 

Building and Grounds 
 

Well, I would like to say Congratulations to all of us for making it through the unprecedented 
year of 2020.  We had a tremendous group of staff members, council members and even their 
spouses and families working very hard to keep HOPE alive and getting the word of God out to 
everyone in prayers, news letters, Voice of Hope, Live online Web. & Facebook Services, out-
side services, and even drive-up services.  Great job and Thank You to all those who worked so 
hard to make this all happen. 
 

Repairs 2020: 
Repaired drywall on ceiling in nursery room (roof leak damages) Thanks John Schultz 

Replaced many toilet tank flush valves 

Trimmed up landscaping area bushes and trees 

Re-finished some of the wood base boards in sanctuary 

Cleaned out the entire garage of old garbage and unsold rummage sale stuff 
Cleaned out the recycling bin of many alum. cans, rusted old grill and misc. garbage. 
Hung garden hoses up on hooks in garage storage 

Threw out old chipped up banquet tables sitting in storage garage, no good 

Built a new 12’ x 12’ outside enclosed stage for Drive up Services or other stage events 

Purchased new broadcast sound system for services 

 

Future Projects 2021: 
Repair drywall on ceiling of nursery room (roof leak came back, more research find root cause) 
Install new high rise toilet in women’s upstairs bathroom (ergonomics) 
Finish painting ext. windows and doors  
Replace few shingles blown off tabs 

Replace extisting water spigot west side of building (slow leak) 
Phase in replacement LED bulbs throughout entire building 

Re-secure aluminum foundation cover around building 

Trim trees on entire property (especially ones touching building) 
Shampoo both carpets (upstairs and downstairs) 
Repair drywall cracks back of sanctuary 

Clean out and organize small storage shed 

 

We have lots of small projects like, trimming trees, painting more doors, cleaning windows, 
caulking windows and doors.  We could use any volunteers even for just a day to get many of 
these projects completed. 
 

Responsibly yours, 
Kevin Shea 

Building and Grounds 



 

Report of the Board of Education 

 

The Board met January-March and August-October as regular meetings were impacted by 
Covid-19 restrictions. 
 

LRE was changed from Wednesday after school to Sunday mornings at 9:15 in order to elimi-
nate the cost of busing. 
 

The paid position of Coordinator of Christian Education was eliminated due to the church’s fi-
nancial situation.  Volunteers helped with various education activities. 
 

Plastic eggs were filled in preparation for an egg hunt.  The hunt was cancelled.  Then eggs 
were bagged and given out at the summer Easter service.  Thanks to Carlene Courtney’s daugh-
ter, Victoria, for decorating and filling the bags. 
 

Sunday School and LRE classes were suspended when the church closed because of Covid-19. 
 

Confirmation was changed to a virtual format led by Pastor Colette.  A special service for Con-
firmands and their families was held in October.  8th grade Confirmation became virtual led by 
Pastor Collette and supply Pastor Anne Andert. 
 

In the summer and early fall we had packets of Bible lessons and crafts for Pre-K through 6th 
graders.  Then e-mail lessons were sent.  Children’s Bibles were made available for families to 
check out for use at home. 
 

Board of Ed.: Janet Arndt, Caroline Britton, Eileen Hansing, Sandy Larson, Kris Mathesius, 
Emily Miller and Karen O’Rourke 
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Report of the Board of Finance 

 

The Finance Committee recommends policy for financial administration of our Congregation, 
works with the Treasurer to create the annual budget, reviews and oversees the budget and fi-
nancial statements throughout the year, and examines the financial records and practices of the 
Congregation.  In 2020 the committee included Cindi Benson, Karl Hanson, James Mickelson 
and Nick LaBanksy.   
 

2020 Budget:  The Congregation gave $239,041 to support our Church’s ministry in 2020, and 
the Church spent $225,743 in support of our ministry.  Our giving represented 99% of what we 
anticipated receiving toward our operational budget; our total expenses in support of ministry 
were only 83% of what was budgeted partially due to the elimination of the Christian Education 
Coordinator position and less program expenses because of the pandemic.  The General Mission 
Fund pays the staff salaries, heating and cooling, other utilities and repairs to keep the church 
operational, benevolences and our Mission in the community.  The Designated Funds which are 
slated for specific events (such as the Intern, Special Use, Education, and Kitchen Funds) were 
borrowed from over past years, but in 2020 the Church was able to pay these funds back which 
was $27,000 at the beginning of the year.  However, the Church came up short on our commit-
ments to the Synod, contributing $5,477 to benevolences, $11,971 was unable to be paid (this is 
31% of what  we budgeted). This represents a rate of 2.4% of our Mission Income, short of our 
pledged annual commitment of 7.5%.  However, our commitments to other community partners 
were largely reached by additional giving outside of the general mission budget.     
 

Financial Policy/Records:  The Congregation’s various boards, volunteers, and administrative 
staff continue to adhere to the Church’s policies and expectations for financial record keeping 
and money management.  No noteworthy deficiencies have been found in the committee’s ex-
amination for the 2020 year.  Our review was submitted to the Synod, as is standard, in March 
of 2021.   
 

2021 Budget:  At the end of February 2021, the Congregation approved a working budget for 
2021 that anticipates members giving at about the same level as what was received in 2020.  
This working budget is expected to generate a balanced budget for our general mission fund, 
but with a slight deficit in spending for the designated funds.  The ELCA benevolences are 
budgeted at 4% of our Mission Income in 2021 in order for the Church to meet this commitment 
on a monthly basis.  We anticipate various programs within the Church will undertake fundrais-
ing for any specific repairs, upgrades or expenses needed.  General giving was only 70% of our 
anticipated giving for January and February 2021 so if this continues, we will have to borrow 
from our ‘Designated Funds’ again and it may also be necessary to make changes to programs 
and overall spend as the year continues.  Please continue to give as you feel is appropriate for 
such worthy causes, but please do not reduce your general giving to the Church when you do so.  
Please also continue to give as you feel led to our general Mission and to follow your pledges as 
you are able to the Capital Building campaign.  Remember you can drop your donations off in 
the church office, mail them in, or give through the Simply Giving program. 
 

The committee will continue to review Hope Lutheran Church’s financial health, make recom-
mendations to the Council, and keep the Congregation informed. 
 

Cindi Benson 

Board of Finance 
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Outreach Report 
 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.  Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 
Refrain from the hymn Christ. be our light! (715), text and music by Bernadette Farrell 
 

Current Outreach Organizations and Liaisons 

 

GIFTS Men’s Homeless Shelter     Open 

Meals on Wheels       Open 

Milton Community Action/Food Pantry    Chris Lovell 
Knitted Items        Jane Johns 

Skaalen Home       Kirsten Woodcock 

Prayer Shawl Ministry                                                 Jeannie Van Roo 

Lutheran World Relief 
  Baby Care Kits       Jane Johns 

  School Kits                                                         Phil and Ellen Muth 

  Quilts*                                                                        Pat Parsons 

  Personal Care Kits                                                  Open  

 

Special thanks to: 
• The volunteers who help out with the GIFTS program.  Hope provides meals and volunteers 

when we are the host church.  Currently the number of men at the shelter is only around 10. 
• All the drivers who deliver Meals on Wheels.  Hope member volunteers deliver meals for 

the whole week every six weeks, about 9 times per year.  
• Chris Lovell and all the volunteers at the food pantry.  Before COVID restrictions Hope 

volunteers helped at the food pantry on Wednesday afternoons from 2-4 when it is our turn.  
This date coincides with the week that we deliver Meals on Wheels.  The Food Pantry has 
been using more gift cards because clients are not coming into the building.  Thanks too for 
members who bring in non-perishable items for the pantry. 

• Volunteers who stock the Little Food Pantry, especially Janet Parr and Kirsten Woodcock. 
• Volunteers who helped with the One Apple Lunch Bunch program in July.  Over the whole 

summer 8,121 lunches were packed and picked up at drive up locations. 
• Those members who shopped and contributed to Lutheran World Relief baby care kits and 

Riverview Heights knitters.  318 baby care kits were completed. 
• Milton Community Action distributed 61 backpacks with school supplies to local school 

children.   
• Mark and Ellen Muth and Kirsten Woodcock packed 60 school kits for LWR. 
• The Hope Quilting group for making and donating over 70 quilts for LWR.  They continue 

to meet on Tuesdays at 1:00 in Benjamin Hall. 
• Thanks to Janet Parr for getting bath towels through a Thrivent Action Team money and 

members who donated additional items for the Personal Care kits for LWR.  We packed 
114. 

• Thanks to Ron and Pat Parsons, Bill and Janet Arndt and Phil and Jane Johns for driving 
with full vehicles to take all our donations to Madison.  Also thanks to Pastor, and David 
Benson for helping us load the vehicles on Friday and being ready to drive if needed.  The 
date for next year’s LWR gathering for shipment is Saturday, September 18, 2021.  
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The Milton/Edgerton Memory Cafe for people with memory loss and their caregivers did not 
meet again since that first meeting on March 6th because of COVID restrictions.  The group is 
hopeful to begin again in 2022. 
 

Just a reminder that as in the past few years, the annual budget for our congregation does not 
include some of the local benevolences (GIFTS, Milton Food Pantry, Lutheran Social Services, 
etc) that we automatically contributed to in past years as part of the budget.  Monetary support 
comes only from individuals who make specific offerings over and above the weekly 
general offering.  Please consider making a commitment to use those ”extra” envelopes to help 
financially with these benevolences. 
 

Help needed: 
Volunteer to coordinate Meals on Wheels delivery. 
Volunteers to deliver Meals on Wheels. 
Volunteer to coordinate GIFTS volunteers. 
Volunteer to coordinate LWR personal care kits. 
Volunteer to serve as the Outreach council person as Jane Johns has served the maximum 6 
years in the position.  
 

We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, to serve your people is our call and choice, 
and in this mission we, the church, rejoice, Alleluia. 
Verse 4 from the hymn To Be Your Presence, (546), text by Delores Dufner and music by 
Charles V. Stanford 
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Stewardship Committee 

To say that 2020 was a difficult year for everyone is about a big an understatement as one could 
make.  A list of all the disruptions in our lives would be very, very long and not really neces-
sary. 
 

In the fall of 2019, Hope Lutheran ran two very successful fundraising campaigns at the same 
time – the first for our daily operations, the Mission and Ministry of Hope, and the second, a 
Capital Fund Campaign to raise funds for a major building expansion. 
 

Despite the many changes in worship we’ve experienced – from in-person, to streaming only, to 
outdoor, to in-person with distancing, to streaming and drive-in – the support shown for Hope’s 
Mission and Ministry, and our Capital Fund remained strong throughout the year.  Thank you 
for all your support!   
 

And the work of Hope Lutheran hasn’t just remained here in our own building.  It has reached 
out into the Milton community, our Synod, and the wider church around the world.  Contribu-
tions to our Hope’s Little Food Pantry, and the Milton Food Pantry help those with food insecu-
rity in our community and beyond.  The care being shown by many of you to neighbors and 
friends who need help.  The collection of clothing, school kits, baby kits, and quilts goes to 
those in need around the world.  All these show us that you are committed to helping Hope Lu-
theran live up to our Mission Statement - “Serving all through Jesus Christ in thought, 
word, and deed”. 
 

After the fund drives in 2019, the Council made a commitment to hold annual pledge drives to 
maintain the momentum of those successful drives in order to put Hope on a strong financial 
footing.  But in the fall of 2020, the Council felt that because of the uncertainties related to 
COVID-19, we should not have a pledge drive, holding off to the fall of 2021.  Because of your 
generosity, we have made great progress in balancing our financial books and start meeting our 
commitments to the Synod.   
 

Let us all continue to maintain our commitments to the Mission and Ministry of Hope Lutheran 
Church and to our Capital Fund.  Let us continue doing the work of Hope in our community 
and around the world.  Let us all continue to make this another Year of Caring; caring for our-
selves, our families, our friends, neighbors, and the world. 
 

Thank you all for what you have done this year and are continuing to do. 
 

Chuck Hansing and Karl Westlund 

Co-chairs of the Stewardship Committee  
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Annual Report 2021 

Hope Lutheran Church 

Milton, Wisconsin 

Pastor Collette Powell 
 
But now, this is what the L%&' says—he who created you, Jacob, he who formed you, Israel: 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 2 When 
you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will 
not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not 
set you ablaze. 3 For I am the L%&' your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; (Isaiah 43:1
-3a, NRSV) 
 

Change. It’s inevitable. Yet I don’t think anyone would have guessed that so much of it would 
come about in one year’s time. A global pandemic swept across our land and seemingly in an 
instant everything changed. Yet for Hope Lutheran life had already begun to change. There was 
the elimination of a staff position from the budget, as well as utilizing the local school bus to 
transport students on Wednesdays after school to the church for Lutheran Religious Education. 
Additionally, the congregation had just begun to meet as a whole at one service and was in the 
process of reconnecting with folks from the other services and making new connections.  
 

Quickly it all felt like it was just too much. I have never spent so much monitoring County an-
nouncements and information in my life. Not to mention getting used to all the new words and 
phrases that popped up like “pivot”, “uptick”, “shelter in place”, or “safer at home.” And 
though I’d used YouTube occasionally, I had not done so regularly, and had certainly not ever 
recorded anything “live” on YouTube or Facebook! Anxiety, fear, and fatigue set in soon as the 
church was bombarded with decisions to make and how to learn things about “the new normal” 
that seemed anything BUT normal. 
 

Simultaneously, my life changed too. I moved to Janesville, was going through a divorce, and 
travelling to the Quad Cities to care for my parents who at that time both had cancer.  
 

Reflecting on the year that has been, I am reminded once again of God’s message to Isaiah for 
the people then and for the people now. That is, though the waters rise, and we walk through 
fire - - - we will not drown, and we will not burn. This is good news of great joy for all people, 
but certainly for Hope Lutheran Church. Worship still took place, even though we were not in 
person. Finances were still provided, and obligations met. Staff remained employed. Hope’s 
Little Food Pantry “grew” as a ministry and fed many, many people and continues to this day. 
The church now has a Tech Team, an FM transmitter, Facebook Live and Drive-In Worship 
(complete with an outdoor shelter). Confirmation students discovered a new way of participat-
ing in small group study using Google Meet. The pavilion was rediscovered as a regular gather-
ing place. Mutual Ministry found a rhythm and a voice. A new Befriender Ministry is being 
birthed out of church for the benefit of the congregation and the community. 
 

Change indeed happened. Yet God never changes. Hope Lutheran Church, may you go forth in 
God’s love, grace, mercy, and forgiveness as God has called you and redeemed you and saved 
you for his purposes in the community of Milton, Wisconsin. To God be the Glory! 
 

By grace alone, 
Pastor Collette 

April 2021 



 

Members removed during 2020: 
By Death         6           6 
By Transfer to other ELCA Congrega(ons         5           2 
By Transfer to other Lutheran Congrega(ons         0           0 
To non-Lutheran congrega(ons         0           0 
For Other Reasons and Sta(s(cal Adjustment       52          45 

Total Members Removed in 2019       63             53 
 
MEMBERSHIP AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2020     677                            530 
 
Average A.endance Each Week in Worship: 126 (65 in person, 187 on line) 

Official Pastoral Func0ons 
(Summary of Parochial Report) 

 
The following sta(s(cs, taken from our annual report submi.ed to the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, show our membership changes and other data for 2019 
 
  Bap(zed Confirmed 

Members as of December 31, 2019     734             577 
 Members Received during 2020 

By Bap(sm  (15 years and younger)        5     0 
By Bap(sm  (16 years and older)        0     0 
By Affirma(on of Faith        1     1 
By Transfer from ELCA Congrega(ons        0     0 
Received from other Lutheran Congrega(ons        0     0 
From Non-Lutheran Congrega(ons        0     0 
From other sources and sta(s(cal adjustment        0     0 

Bap(zed members who were confirmed in 2020      5 
 
TOTAL     740      583 
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Deaths 
 

David Anderson 

Darold Pettit 
Gary Anderson 

Jim Polarksi 

Baptisms 

 

Dakota Dean Green Peterson 

Brenna Lyn Peterson 

Isaac Daniel Peterson 

Natalie Brooke Niedermeier 
Tucker Henry Kapellen 

Confirmation-October 2020 

 

Sydney Bilz 

Lance Fehly 

Meghan Gasser 
Charlotte Hawley 

Sophie Mezera 



 

Report of the Music Director 

  

Lights, camera, action!  
 

My job as music director at Hope changed a lot in the past year: learning how to Facebook 
Livestream and set up for video recordings…planning special music for Facebook posts and 
Sing-Along Saturdays for the kids during quarantine…discussing ways to reach our church 
family when we couldn’t be together in person…trying to stay connected through email and 
phone…brainstorming ways to make Christmas and Eastertime special…organizing for outdoor 
worship…and schlepping a lot more equipment around than usual! 
 

I have missed choir practice, bell choir practice and working with kids at church.  I miss hearing 
the congregation raise their collective voice in song.  But, I am thankful for all the members of 
Hope who have continued to be a part of worship through the Facebook services, through the 
phone line, and at our outdoor services last fall and this spring.  
 

Thank you to the individuals who have made our online services possible.  Thank you to those 
who provided special music through the year, participated in the virtual Christmas pageant, and 
to all who sent me song requests.  I am looking forward to making music in person again when 
it is safe for all. 
  

Peace and harmony, 
Carleen Courtney 

Music Director 
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Report of the Council President 
 

Dear Hope Lutheran Church Family, 
 

As we approach our Annual Congregational Meeting on April 25th, my term as Council Presi-
dent is coming to an end.  It has been a privilege to serve on the Council over the last five years 
as Vice-president and then President.  I appreciated the opportunity to serve along side such a 
dedicated group of Council members who have volunteered their time to serve our congrega-
tion.  As my term comes to an end I would like to encourage other members of the congregation 
to serve on the Council.   
 

Our Hope Lutheran Church Family has navigated through a lot of change including changes in 
pastors and adapting to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Things are looking much brighter with the 
increasing availability of the COVID-19 vaccine and the decrease in COVID-19 cases in the 
community.  We are blessed to have a dedicated staff and a congregation willing to help serve 
the mission of Jesus Christ.  
 

We welcome Pastor Carol Baumgartner as she begins serving as our interim pastor.  Pastor Car-
ol will be working with a transition team prior to the formation of the Call Committee.  You are 
encouraged to reach out and talk with Pastor Carol about any questions you have as she helps 
guide the Hope Family through this transition.     
 

Together in Christ,  
 

Randy Lebakken  
Hope Lutheran Church Council President 
608-728-4656 
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Hope Lutheran Foundation Report 
 

The Hope Foundation was established so members, friends, and family could make lasting 
contributions for Christ’s work.  Hope Foundation supports both a memorial fund and an 
endowment fund as part of its activities. 
 

The memorial fund is utilized for more immediate needs of the congregation.  Gifts may be 
designated for specific needs or undesignated for general use. 
 

The endowment fund services longer range needs of Hope Lutheran.  Interest generated by this 
fund is available for use while the principal remains untouched.   
 

At this time I would like to thank the members of the Hope Foundation who have given their 
time and talents over this past year.  They are Wayne Lubke, Carla Clift, Ken Holland, and 
Sherry Wille. 
 

Please consider the Hope Foundation as part of your total stewardship program.  If you have 
any question concerning The Hope Foundation, please feel free to contact any of the board 
members. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kathy Thompson 

President, Hope Foundation 
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 HOPE FOUNDATION  
    

 STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES  

 Year Ended December 31, 2020 

    

    

    

  Total   Total   

   Unrestricted   Restricted   Total  
    

NET ASSETS - Beginning of Year  $  15,931.41   $  13,750.43   $  29,681.84  
    

REVENUES    

  Contributions 335.00 75.00  410.00  
  Interest & dividend income 850.02  995.65  1,845.67  

    

    Total Revenues 1,185.02  1,070.65  2,255.67  
    

EXPENSES    

  Purchases 2,012.22  0.00  2,012.22  
  General and administrative 0.00  0.00  0.00  

    

    Total Expenses 2,012.22 0.00  2,012.22  
    

Thrivent Fund Net Value Change 0.00  0.00  0.00  
    

NET ASSETS - END OF YEAR  $  15,104.21   $  14,821.08   $  29,925.29  
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Minutes 

Annual Meeting 

Sunday, 23 August 2020  
 

Hope Lutheran Church, Milton, Wisconsin 

 

Call to Order. President Randy Lebakken, 9:32 AM 

 

Quorum. Yes 

 

Approval of the Agenda. Marilyn Bittner motioned to approve the agenda; Chris Burkett se-
conded. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Devotions. Pastor Collette Gould. 
 

Approval of Minutes. Janet Arndt motioned to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting 19 
May 2019, the Congregation Special Meeting 11 August 2019, and the Congregation 
Budget Meeting 1 December 2019; Sherry Wille seconded. Motion carried unanimous-
ly. 

 

New Business. 
Report of the Nominating Committee.  

 

The following individuals comprised the slate of candidates for Hope Lutheran Con-
gregation Council. 

Karen O’Rourke, Treasurer 
Marilyn Bittner, Congregational Life 

Kevin Shea, Building and Grounds 

Cindi Benson, Finance Committee 

Karl Westlund, Stewardship Co-chair 
Charles Hansing, Stewardship Co-chair 

 

Marie Benson motioned to cast a unanimous ballot for open Hope Lutheran Con-
gregation Council positions; Chris Burkett seconded. Motion carried unanimous-
ly.  

Sherry Wille motioned to accept the slate of candidates as read for Hope Lutheran 
Congregation Council positions; Sandy Larson seconded. Motion carried unani-
mously.  

 

Approval of Delegates to the 2021 Synod Assembly. Volunteers were sought from 
members in attendance. Marilyn Bittner motioned to approve David Benson 
and Marie Benson as 2021 Synod Assembly delegates; Cliff O’Beirne seconded. 
Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Approval of Skaalen Home Representatives and Lutherdale Bible Camp Representa-
tives. Volunteers were sought among members in attendance. Both representa-
tive positions remain open as of the conclusion of the 2020 Annual Meeting.  

 

Election of the 2021 Nominating Committee. Volunteers were sought from members 
in attendance. Marie Benson motioned to appoint Marilyn Bittner to 2021 



 

Nominating Committee; Steve Mathesius, seconded. Motion carried unanimous-
ly.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Doxology 

Adjournment, 9:51 AM  
 

 

Members in Attendance: 
 

Attended by: 
Kris Mathesius  Steve Mathesius  Kirsten Woodcock  

Chuck Hansing  Eileen Hansing  Mark Muth 

Evelyn Preston  Suzanne Mickelson  Vicki Stigsen 

Sherry Wille   Ellen Muth   Randy Lebakken 

James Mickelson  Larry Preston   Linda Fisher 

Jane Johns   Jerry Arneson   Phil Johns 

Pastor Collette   Don Grosenick  Marna Grosenick 

Brenda O’Beirne  Cliff O’Beirne   Sonja Pluess 

Marilyn Krause  Ron Parsons   Pat Parsons 

Janet Parr   Sandy Larson   Delmar Friedrichs 

Julie Lebakken  Janet Arndt   Jerry Schliem 

Steve Johnson   David Benson   Marie Benson 

Christ Burkett   Carol Schliem   Brian Benson 

Frank Maxwell  Rob Malewicki  Dick Krause 

Caroline Britton  Paula Yanke   Gary Yanke 

Les Hartzell   Lois Mengoni   Stu Bloom 

Gary Hartman   Karen O’Rourke 
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Attended by: 
Kris Mathesius  Janet Arndt   Bill Arndt 

Cindi Benson   Brian Benson   Annette Baker 

David Benson   Marie Benson   Evelyn Preston 

Suzanne Mickelson  Bob Clift   Carla Clift 

Ron Parsons   James Mickelson  Cliff O’Beirne 

Randy Lebakken  Steve Mathesius  Brenda O’Beirne 

Karl Westlund   Karen O’Rourke  Larry Preston 

Pat Parsons   Ellen Westlund  Phil Johns 

Rob Malewicki  Kirsten Woodcock  Jane Johns 

Beth Knutson   Kevin Shea   Julie Lebakken 

Emily Lebakken 

 

Minutes 

Hope Lutheran Budget Meeting 

February 21, 2021 

Hope Lutheran Church, Milton, Wisconsin // Zoom Videoconference 

 

Call to Order, President Randy Lebakken – 11:39 AM 

Quorum, Yes. (Confirmed by Secretary Kris Mathesius & Ministry Assistant Kirsten 
Woodcock) 

 

Announcement of the Agenda, President Randy Lebakken 

 

Presentation of the 2021 HLC Budget, Finance Chair Cindi Benson  
 

Congregation Response 

Annette Baker motioned to accept the 2021 HLC Budget as presented, and Janet 
Arndt seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Nominating Committee Comment, Vice President Suzanne Mickelson 

 

Adjournment. Cliff O’Beirne motioned to adjourn the meeting and Julie Lebakken second-
ed. 12:26 PM 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
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Hope Lutheran Church 

2021 Budget Summary 

 2021 

 Budget 

Income  

Total General Giving  $222,828.00  

Total Education Fees  $2,470.00  

Total Miscellaneous Fees  $2,000.00  

Total Income  $227,298.00  

  

Expenses  

Total Benevolence  $8,913.00  

Total Worship and Fine Arts  $2,100.00  

Total Education  $5,104.00  

Total Youth and Other Boards  $1,343.00  

Total Staff Expense  $84,809.00  

Total Pastoral Staff  $99,146.00  

Total Office and Administration  $ 31,508.00  

Total Expenses  $233,175.00  

  

Total Pass Thru Benevolence $252.00 


