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Use whatever gift you’ve received for the good of one another so that you 
can show yourselves to be good stewards of God’s grace in all its varieties.   
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Join us on line during Advent.   
 

Mondays - 10:00 am Book Study - 
Light of the World by Amy-Jill Levine. 
(see article inside for more information) 
 

Wednesdays - Mid Week Advent Service 

“Watch, Wait and Wonder” on Facebook 

(Dec. 2, 9, 16 & 23) 

Christmas Eve will look a little differ-
ent this year, but it will still be filled 
with joy for the celebration of the birth 
of our Lord, Jesus.  We hope you will 
be able to join us for one of the two 
services we are offering. 
 

Thursday, December 24th,  
 

2:00pm Facebook Live 

 

4:00 pm Drive In Worship with Candle 
light hymns 
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Worship Schedule 

 

Sunday 

8:00 am Facebook Live/10:00 am Drive In (FM 89.3) 
Sermons are also available to those without internet access and  

can be heard (audio only) by calling 608-420-4040. 
 

Visit us on Facebook: 
Hope Lutheran Church Milton, Wisconsin 

President 
Randy Lebakken 

 

Vice President 
Suzanne Mickelson 

 

Secretary 

Kris Mathesius 

 

Treasurer 

Karen O’Rourke 

 

Congregational Life 

Marilyn Bittner 
 

Buildings & Grounds 

Kevin Shea 

 

Worship & Fine Arts 

Chris Burkett 
 

Outreach   
Jane Johns 

 

Education 

Janet Arndt 
 

Finance 

Cindi Benson 

 

Evangelism 

Stu Bloom 

 

Stewardship 

Chuck Hansing 

Karl Westlund 

For congregational care needs, please contact Kirsten 
our Office Manager at the church or Pastor Collette.     
Pastor Collette can also be reached anytime on her mobile 
phone, 563-340-9233.  Please understand that we cannot 
know of a need, if we're not notified.  Thank you.  

Hope Foundation 

Wayne Lubke, Carla Clift, Kathy Thompson, Sherry Wille, Ken Holland 

Church Council 
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Voice of Hope 

December 2020, Volume I 
Pastor’s Reflections 

 

Isaiah 12 NRSV 

1 You will say in that day: I will give 
thanks to you, O Lord, for though you 
were angry with me, your anger 
turned away, and you comforted me.  
2 Surely God is my salvation; I will 
trust, and will not be afraid, for the 
Lord God is my strength and my 
might; he has become my salvation.  
3 With joy you will draw water from 
the wells of salvation.  4 And you will 
say in that day: Give thanks to the 
Lord, call on his name; make known 
his deeds among the nations; proclaim 
that his name is exalted.  5 Sing prais-
es to the Lord, for he has done glori-
ously; let this be known in all the 
earth.  6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, 
O royal Zion, for great in your midst 
is the Holy One of Israel. 
 

 

 

 

Dear Hope Church, 
 

You may recall that I’ve been taking a seminary course on Isaiah this 
past semester.  This chapter was one that we studied.  What’s significant 
about this chapter is all the trouble and difficulty that Isaiah writes and 
prophesies about in the previous chapters.  The people are weary and 
longing for life to return to what it once had been.  Sound familiar?  Our 
lives have changed dramatically in the past year due to the pandemic.  In 
every way, nothing seems to be the same, and most certainly the church 
has been impacted greatly as well.  Yet we’ve still been able to worship 
together.  No, not in person, but together, nonetheless.  Some folks have 
been worshiping through Facebook and others using a phone-in worship 
number.  We were able to worship outdoors at the Pavilion for a while in 
the nicer weather, which was such a gift.  An FM transmitter was donat-
ed to the church to use for folks who wanted to do drive-in worship.  
During month of October, we worshiped indoors in the Sanctuary, which 
was nice for those who chose to come inside.  And though a rise in virus 
cases has caused us to suspend indoor worship, we continue to worship 
online and are developing and growing our drive-in worship ministry.  



 

Advent Bible Study 

Pastoral Care and Communion 
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We are gathering names of folks who wish to receive pastoral care in some 
way.  This would include a phone call, video chat or delivery of Communion 
with Pastor Collette or another member of the church (with physical distanc-
ing and a face covering).  This is a NEW list being created with no names 
currently on it.  Should this be something you would want, please contact 
Kirsten, our Ministry Assistant at the Church Office.  You may also contact 
Pastor Collette directly at 563-340-9233 (phone and text) or by email 
at pastorcollette2007@gmail.com. 

Join us for an Online Advent Bible Study on Mondays at 10:00 am, begin-
ning November 30th.    
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7991929574?
pwd=aXNKNVp3Z2U1N01Qc0wxOWFmQmhJdz09 

 

Meeting ID: 799 192 9574 

Passcode: 378040 

 

+13126266799,,7991929574#,,,,,,0#,,378040# US (Chicago) 
+16465588656,,7991929574#,,,,,,0#,,378040# US (New York) . 

God’s provision through all of you during this tough time has been wonder-
ful for the church.  
 

These verses above from Isaiah 12 speak of comfort and strength and salva-
tion.  It’s like a breath of fresh air.  Life has been so difficult for the people 
in that day and it’s as if God is giving them a moment to take a break from 
all that and recognize God is still with them.  Perhaps there is a message in 
all of this for us as well.  
 

Advent is a time of waiting and preparing to receive the Christ child anew.  
It’s also a time of looking forward to the day of Christ’s return.  So we 
watch, wait, wonder, and worship. For, “Surely God is my salvation; I will 
trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord God is my strength and my might; 
he has become my salvation.”  Thanks be to God, in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

By grace alone, 
Pastor Collette 



 

December Readings & Sermon Titles 

Musings from the Music Director 
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Hope’s Little Food Pantry 

Thank you to everyone who helps to keep our little food 
pantry stocked.  There is still a great need in our             
community.  All donations are greatly appreciated.   

Sunday Dec 6 – Second Sunday of Advent - Wait 
Isaiah 40:1-11 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13  
2 Peter 3:8-15a 

 

Sunday Dec 13 – Third Sunday of Advent - Wonder 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

Psalm 126 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 

Sunday Dec 20 – Fourth Sunday of Advent - Worship 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 

Luke 1:26-28 

 

Thursday Dec 24 – Christmas Eve - Good News, Great Joy 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-14 

 

Sunday Dec 27 – First Sunday of Christmas-  
Lessons & Carols 

We are seeking submissions for the first ever Hope Lutheran Church Virtual 
Christmas Pageant!  All are invited to submit an audio or visual recording to 
be included in the virtual Christmas pageant to be shown on Facebook on De-
cember 13th at 4 p.m.  Monologues, short skits, songs, artwork, dance, color-
ing pages, jokes and more will be accepted.  All submissions should be Christ-
mas related and are due by December 8th at 5 p.m.  Send questions and sub-
missions by email to Carleen at music@hopemilton.org. 

Join Carleen on Facebook for sing-along Saturdays!  Each Saturday, I post a 
fun song for the kids of the congregation.  Please share it with the kids in your 
life, and help them sing along.  



 

 
 

Christmas Poinsettias 
 

Poinsettias will adorn our altar area during Christmas.  If you 

would like to donate a flower, please send or drop off a check 

with this form.   
 

The cost of a plant is $13.00. 
Deadline for ordering is December 20th. 

 

In Memory  
 

of 
_________________________________ 
 
 

    Or 
 

In Honor  
 

of 
_________________________________ 
 
 

Given  
 

by 
_________________________________ 
 



 



 

December 2020
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

29 

8:00 am Facebook Live Worship 
10:00 am Drive-In Worship 
 
 

30 

 
 
10:00 am Advent Bible Study 
online 
 
6:00 pm Board of Education 

1 

 
 
1:00 Quilting 

 

2 

 
Mid Week Advent Facebook 
Worship 
 
6:00 pm Confirmation Check 
in 
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8:00 am Facebook Live Worship 
10:00 am Drive-In Worship 
 
 

7 

 
10:00 am Advent Bible Study 
online 
 

8 

 
 
1:00 Quilting 

9 
 
Mid Week Advent Facebook 
Worship 
 
6:00 pm Confirmation Check 
in 

13 

8:00 am Facebook Live Worship 
10:00 am Drive-In Worship 
 
 
4:00 pm Facebook Congregational 
Christmas Pageant 
 

14 

 
10:00 am Advent Bible Study 
online 
 
 

15 

 
 
 
 
6:15 pm Church Council 

16 

 
Mid Week Advent Facebook 
Worship 
 
6:00 pm Confirmation Check 
in 
 

20 

8:00 am Facebook Live Worship 
10:00 am Drive-In Worship 
 
4:00 pm Facebook Blue Christmas/
Longest Night 

21 

 
10:00 am Advent Bible Study 
online 
 
 
 

22 

 
 
 
 
 

23 

 
Mid Week Advent Facebook 
Worship 
 
Office Closed

27 

8:00 am Facebook Live Worship 
10:00 am Drive-In Worship 

28 

 
Limited Office Hours 

29 

 
Office Closed 
 
 

30 

 
Office Closed
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8:00 am Facebook Live Worship 
10:00 am Drive-In Worship 

 

 

 

 

 



 

December 2020 
WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

Mid Week Advent Facebook 
Worship 

6:00 pm Confirmation Check 

3 

 
 

 

4 

 
 
 
 

5 

 
 

Mid Week Advent Facebook 
Worship 

6:00 pm Confirmation Check 

10 
 
 
 

11 

 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
 

16 

Mid Week Advent Facebook 
Worship 

6:00 pm Confirmation Check 

17 

 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
 

23 

Mid Week Advent Facebook 
Worship 

Office Closed 

24 

Office Closed 
 
2:00 pm Facebook Live 
Christmas Eve Worship 
4:00 pm Drive In Christmas 
Eve Worship 
 

25 

 
 
 

26 

 
 
 

30 

Office Closed 

31 

 
Office Closed 
 

1 

 
 
 
 
 

2 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Mission Quilting 

Hope Treasurer’s Report 

October General Mission Income    $14,480.00 

October General Mission Expenses   $19,704.46 

Difference                   ($5,224.46) 

Income & expense from Designated Offering does not pay normal operating expenses. 

10 

YTD General Mission Income               $183,417.65 

YTD General Mission Expenses              $173,633.05 

Difference                    $9,784.59 

Amount owed to ourselves (self loan)  $12,722.36 

FABRIC NEEDED 

Weekly quilt-tying continues to be an enjoyable Christian fellowship event.  
The volunteers meets every Tuesday afternoon from 1:00pm to 3:00pm in 
Benjamin Hall and welcome all to join.  You do not need to know how to sew.   
 

Currently, we have completed 16 quilts with plans to finish many, many more 
for Lutheran World Relief.  However, we are in need of more sturdy washable 
fabrics.  If you have unwanted cotton, cotton blends, twill, flannel, corduroy, 
old table cloths, thin (unsoiled) mattress pads, sheets, aprons, curtains, any-
thing the group could cut into 7”, 9”, 10”, 11” squares, please drop them off at 
the church.  I would suggest you call the church office prior to coming there.  
If you feel uncomfortable coming to the church please call me and I would be 
happy to pick them up at your doorstep.  
 

The quilting group thanks everyone for their continuous generosity. 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact Pat Parsons at 608-868-

3997, or email ronpatpa@hotmail.com. 

Tucker Henry Kapellen, son of Karleigh Chapin and Xander 
Kapellen was welcomed into the waters of baptism on Sunday, 
November 22nd.  Please keep this new brother in Christ in your 
prayers. 

We offer our heart felt condolences to the family of Jim Polarski 
who passed from this life on November 12th.  We give thanks 
for all those saints who go before us. 
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Synod News 
Message from Bishop Joy About the Emergency Order 

Today, Public Health for Madison and Dane County issued Emergency order 
#10, related to the pandemic.  The order begins with a summary of what we 
know- cases of COVID are rising sharply.  Due to the sharp increase new man-
dates are being ordered.  Among these new restrictions is the mandate that no 
gatherings are to be held indoors; outdoor gatherings are to be limited to 10 per-
sons.  The current mask requirement is also in effect.  Religious entities are ex-
cluded from the order only for the purposes of gathering for worship.  They are 
not excluded for other purposes like staff or council meetings, education meet-
ings, etc.   
 

Now certainly this is an order specific to only one part of our synod, however it 
is a topic that is of central concern to all of us.  I have been in many conversa-
tions in the last two weeks with rostered ministers and laity alike from around the 
synod who are seeking direction about what to do regarding returning to in per-
son worship, staying online through the end of the year, etc.  Some have wanted 
a clear message from me as Bishop.  Others felt like a clear message from me 
could complicate what they were already doing and put them in a further quanda-
ry. 
 

Then, one rostered leader put me on the spot and asked me, “Well, what is your 
preference?”  I do have a clear preference in all of this.  I prefer that our congre-
gations refrain from in person worship.  It is the safest thing to do to protect one 
another.  We are called to love our neighbors as ourselves.  Right now, we can 
love one another best by staying away from each other.  We can love another by 
giving up things for the sake of the other  These past 8 months have been long.  
Many of us have not been in our church buildings at all.  We miss each other and 
the community that we share.  Some of us do not have the ability and/or the de-
sire to hook up to virtual worship.  Anxiety, grief, and loss are very prevalent, 
and we grow weary when we don’t know when this will end.  However, right 
now we are being called to love our neighbors, stay the path and stay home.  In 
Galatians chapter 5 Paul writes:  
 

13For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use 
your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love 
become slaves to one another. 14For the whole law is summed up in a 
single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

1
 

 

It's that simple … and it's that complicated.  My prayers are with you as we are 
church together in these difficult days, 
 

Bishop Joy 

Bishop Joy Mortensen-Wiebe 

South-Central Synod of Wisconsin, ELCA 
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ELCA Future Church design affirmed by ELCA Church Council 
 

The Church Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) has 
affirmed the proposed Future Church design that is focused on a renewed purpose 
to activate the entire church so that more people may know the way of Jesus and 
discover community, justice and love.  The council, which serves as the ELCA’s 
board of directors and legislative authority for the church between churchwide 
assemblies, held its electronic meeting Nov. 12-14. 
 

Future Church is based in the belief that members, congregations, synods and the 
churchwide organization must work together to share the powerful witness of the 
gospel in the world and to invite more new, young and diverse people to experi-
ence God’s grace in action.  The new design identifies three priority areas: a wel-
coming church that engages new, young and diverse people; a thriving church 
rooted in tradition and radically relevant; and a connected, sustainable church that 
shares in a common purpose and direction. 
 

The Future Church structure will be implemented in the churchwide organization 
on Feb. 1, 2021.  The structure will introduce three new home areas: Christian 
Community and Leadership, led by the Rev. Philip Hirsch; Innovation, led by Ms. 
Mikka McCracken; and Service and Justice, led by the Rev. Rafael Malpica Pa-
dilla.  Approximately 5% of the churchwide organization staff will be separated as 
a result of the new design. 
 

For more than 30 years the ELCA has experienced a rich history of ministry, but 
the church has also witnessed a pattern of significant decline with aging members 
and a membership profile that does not reflect the diversity of God’s creation. 
 

ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton told the council that the COVID-19 
pandemic had brought into sharper focus the need to respond more quickly to this 
rapidly changing world. 
 

“Whether there had been a pandemic or not, we know we need to change.  I think 
the pandemic helped us to see the urgency,” Eaton said.  “We are presenting this 
design because we believe that this is the way God will enable us to move more 
quickly, more faithfully, and reach more people so that more people may know the 
way of Jesus.” 

 

William B. Horne II, ELCA vice president and chair of the Church Council, said 
he believes the new design provides the opportunity to be church together, bring-
ing about collaboration throughout the broader church. 
 

In response to the continuing trends in membership and diversity and the data 
from an innovation readiness survey, the following new criteria were affirmed for 
the ELCA: 
 

1. Prioritize the engagement of new, young and diverse people. 
2. Unite all expressions of the church (congregations, synods and the churchwide 

 organization) into one church—together. 
3. Align decision-making, accountability and leadership where best suited. 
4. Operate in agile, flexible and speedy ways. 
5. Act based on data and measurable impact. 
6. Eliminate silos and divisions. 



 

In other business, the council: 

• Approved a 2021 fiscal year current fund spending authorization of 
$65,847,000; and a 2021 ELCA World Hunger spending authorization of 
$21,500,000. 

• Elected Ms. Alyssa J. Cobb and the Rev. Daniel W. Gerrietts to the Church 
Council for terms ending in 2022. 

• Received an update from the Committee on Appeals about drafted updates to 
the church’s Definitions and Guidelines for Discipline. The document describes 
the grounds for which officers, rostered ministers, candidates for rostered minis-
try, congregations and members of congregations may be subject to discipline 
according to the practice of this church. 

• Deferred the question of developing a document outlining this church’s high 
aspirations for rostered ministers until after spring 2021 when Definitions and 
Guidelines for Discipline is further redeveloped. 

• Deferred questions of developing a social message on U.S. national drug pol-
icy, aging, gender identity or gun policy until the spring 2021 Church Council 
meeting 

• Approved reconsideration of the social message on Suicide Prevention (1999) 
for editorial changes for the sake of accuracy and relevance to the contemporary 
social context. 

Encouraged the continuation of research and work toward economic justice 
and the study of reparations and engagement in anti-racism and racial 
justice work, and requested a report on the naming of an annual Day of 
Repentance, including a liturgical resource of lamentation and repentance 
to accompany this annual Day of Repentance, to the spring 2021 Church 
Council meeting. 

 

Urged this church to continue its efforts to repent the sin of racism and white 
supremacy and to raise awareness of the Emanuel 9 commemoration. 

• Adopted the Mission Investment Fund Deferred Compensation Plan and the 
Mission Investment Fund Supplemental Executive Retirement Plan. 

• Approved additional voting members for the 2022 Churchwide Assembly. 

• Approved amendments to the Portico Benefit Services Plan and Trust. 

• Approved amendments to the articles of incorporation of Luther Seminary. 
Luther is one of seven ELCA seminaries. 

• Adopted amendments to continuing resolutions in the Constitution, Bylaws 
and Continuing Resolutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

• Approved amendments to the corporate social responsibility documents to 
serve as the basis for ongoing corporate social responsibility work in this church. 

• Elected members to the governing bodies of Pacific Lutheran Theological 
Seminary, Trinity Lutheran Seminary, United Lutheran Seminary, Wartburg The-
ological Seminary, and National Lutheran Campus Ministry Inc. 

Elected members to fill vacancies to the board of trustees of 1517 Media, the 
publishing house of the ELCA. 

The council also received reports from the church’s presiding bishop, treasurer, 
secretary and vice president, and from the ELCA Conference of Bishops.        
https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8083 



 

Health Update from Nancy Schultz 

1 Robb Sisson, Sophie Randall, 
2    Lois Turk 

3 Frank McCulloch, Riley Mezera, 
Alyvia Janes 

7 Chris Williams, Gerald Gentz 

8 Betsy Johnson 

9 Hadley Hergert 
10 Alan Fladhammer 
11  Frank Maxwell, Devin Servin, 
       Ken Whitford 

12 Hannah Lebakken, Julie Moffett 
14 Jamie Westlund, Rae Ann Peterson 

15 Eric Ellefson 

17 Zach Woodcock, Jennifer Thomp-
son, Oliver Swanson 

18 Holly Garber 
19 Donna Gohde, Holly Nelson, 
       Markas Mory 

20 Terry Garber, Sydney Bilz, 
Sandy Randall, Inge Suchanek 

21 Richard Krause, Luke Mickelson, 
Robyn Hanson 

22 Kris Kane, Edith Fladhammer 
24 Joe Chwala, Logan Peterson,  
       Gary Hartman 

25 Logan O’Flahrity 

26 Ron Parsons, Brittany Rush 

27  Anna Hanson 

28 Jeanette Hornung, Heidi Berth-
iaume 

30 Brent Anderson 

31 Donald Grosenick 

Randy & Julie Lebakken  December 6 

Jake & Jeanette Koele   December 18 

Chuck & Mary Jo Allen   December 29 

Mark & Ellen Muth   December 29 

Jerry & Carol Hulburt   December 29 

Tim & Sue Lange   December 30 

So many have asked John in the past how I am, I still suffer with chronic 
pain due to osteoarthritis.  About 2 years ago we noticed a callous on the 
bottom of my right foot.  This turned out to be Charcot foot.  This callous 
is bone pushing at the bottom of my foot.  It had grown to about the size 
of a tablespoon.  A couple weeks ago John noticed this area had opened 
and I was referred to a reconstructive doctor at UW Madison.  Today be-
ing November 18th, I had surgery on my foot.  Fortunately he was able to 
file the bone down and I did not need reconstructive surgery or a plate put 
in my foot.  Now we hope for fast healing and no infection.  I will need to 
be non weight bearing for 1 month, and need to wear a boot 24/7.  I will 
gradually be able to start bearing weight as tolerated.  I also recently 
found I have severe spinal stenosis.  This could be causing some of the 
pain and weakness I am having.  After seeing doctors in Janesville, I was 
referred to a spinal specialist at UW.  I have an appointment in Decem-
ber.  My information has also been sent to Mayo Clinic in Rochester for a 
second opinion.  Thank you for your continued prayers.  I am blessed to 
have a wonderful partner like John as my caregiver.  John and I will keep 
you informed the best we can.  Hoping all are staying safe.  ~Nancy 



 

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCHHOPE LUTHERAN CHURCHHOPE LUTHERAN CHURCHHOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH    
MISSION STATEMENTMISSION STATEMENTMISSION STATEMENTMISSION STATEMENT    

 

Serving All Through Jesus Christ In 
Thought, Word and Deed. 

 

Adopted by Hope Lutheran Church 

July, 2015 

 

Use whatever gift you’ve received for the good of one another 

so that you can show yourselves to be good stewards of God’s 

grace in all its varieties.  1 Peter 4:10 

Pastor 

Rev. Collette Powell  
Pastorcollette2007@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Assistant 
Kirsten Woodcock 

office@hopemilton.org 

Director of Music 

Carleen Courtney 

music@hopemilton.org 

 

Sextons 

John Schultz, Deb Iatonna 
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Many members’ anniversaries are in our computer program already, but 
some are not.  If you would like it shared, please call or email your mar-
riage date to the office to make sure we have it, or if you notice it missing 
in the correct month.  Thank you. 

CHURCH STAFF   608-868-3680 

WHAT MATTERS - Stay Connected To Synod Happenings, News, & 
Events!  Grow in your faith and leadership!  Stay connected to exciting events 
and stories of our faith in action in our synod!  To sign up for synod news, 
please email Assistant to the Bishop for Synodical Life, Deacon Vicki Hanra-
han at vickih@scsw-elca.org to be added to “What Matters.”   
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