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Serving All Through Jesus Christ In Thought, Word and DeedServing All Through Jesus Christ In Thought, Word and DeedServing All Through Jesus Christ In Thought, Word and DeedServing All Through Jesus Christ In Thought, Word and Deed    
Use whatever gift you’ve received for the good of one another so that you 
can show yourselves to be good stewards of God’s grace in all its varieties.   

1 Peter 4:10 
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Meditative Prayer time 
God is with us no matter where we are.  Our prayers are heard and God’s 
grace is shared regardless of our surroundings.  Some days we just need to 
feel a little better connection.  For some that may be in nature, others it 
may be in the church building.  We will be opening the sanctuary for indi-
vidual/household prayer time for those who miss that special connection 
they receive here.  We have set up times on SignUpGenius.com.  You can 
reach the sign up through our website, Facebook or the site itself.  It is 
titled Meditative Prayers.  We will make adjustments to times and number 
of slots available as need arises.  Please call or email the office with any 
questions. 

Outdoor Worship 
Join us Sunday, July 12th at 9:00 am for an outdoor worship under the 
pines.  Please bring your own lawn chair.  Physical distancing and masks 
are encouraged.  Rain date is Sunday, July 19th. 
 

We will be celebrating Christ’s resurrection and sharing the Eucharist as a 
church family. 
 

This service will also be on Facebook Live. 

Pavilion Chats with the Pastor   
Thursdays from 9am to 11am.  Bring your own chair (or sit at a picnic table) 
and favorite soda, coffee, or tea and come join us.  Physical distancing is still 
being encouraged. 
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Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday 
9:00 am 

 

Visit us on Facebook: 
Hope Lutheran Church Milton, Wisconsin 

Church Council 
 
President 
Randy Lebakken 
 
Vice President 
Suzanne Mickelson 
 
Secretary 
Kris Mathesius 
 
Treasurer 
Larry Preston 
 
Congregational Life 
Marilyn Bittner 
 
Buildings & Grounds 
Kevin Shea 
 
Worship & Fine Arts 
Chris Burkett 

 
 
Outreach   
Jane Johns 
 
Education 
Janet Arndt 
 
Finance 
Cindi Benson 
 
Evangelism 
Stu Bloom 
 
Stewardship 
 
Hope Foundation 
Wayne Lubke 
Carla Clift 
Kathy Thompson 
Sherry Wille 
Ken Holland 

For congregational care needs, please contact Kirsten 
our Office Manager at the church or Pastor Collette.     
Pastor Collette can also be reached anytime on her mobile 
phone, 563-340-9233.  Please understand that we cannot 
know of a need, if we're not notified.  Thank you.  
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Ramblings of a Ragamuffin  
 

July 2020  
 

Dear Hope Church Family, 
I have read these verses at countless 
funerals that I have officiated over the 
years I’ve been a Pastor.  These verses 
are part of a larger passage that speaks 
of a new heaven and a new earth and 
how the old will pass away and God 
will make all things new; how God will 
wipe away every tear and there will be 
no more dying, mourning, crying or 
pain.  I first got a glimpse of the impact 
of these verses on my life when I was 
diagnosed with fibromyalgia in 2008.  I 
was in a lot of pain back then and was 
having a pretty tough time serving as a 
Pastor, attending seminary, and being 
present most especially to my son An-
drew, as well as the rest of my family.  
What struck me was that there would 
be a day when I would get a new body 
and would no longer be in pain.  This 
seemed like an answer to prayer I had-

n’t known to pray.  A dream come true.  I mean, just think about it for a moment.    
No more pain and no more sorrow.  Isn’t it incredible?!  Though I am aware that 
perhaps not everyone would agree with me.  Still reflecting on this passage gave 
me a different perspective on my life and my faith journey; both then and now.  I 
have found that these words have brought me great comfort and hope.  A better 
day is coming.  Yet while waiting for that better day, God is renewing us and all 
of creation.  This takes place through Jesus Christ who quenches thirst with wa-
ter of Spirit who, “will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”  
The last few months have been tough for all of us as church family and as fami-
lies, neighbors, coworkers, and friends.  As one preaching commentator shared 
in something I read recently, “these are chaotic days.”  Personally the last 3 
months have been especially hard.  By God’s grace, I found the courage to make 
a very difficult decision.  I’m living in a different place and in a different town 
and drive 20 minutes or more every time I go to the church.  I’ve not been able to 
gather and connect with most all of you in person for a long time.  Sunday morn-
ing worship has always been my connecting point and my way of pastoral care 
with my church family.  One day seemingly at the blink of an eye, all that 
changed in light of a global pandemic.  I grieve that loss and for me, it is a sig-
nificant loss.  I know we are all grieving this and other losses in a variety of 
ways.  At the same time, we are grateful and give thanks to God for the gift and 
use of technology that helps us connect with one another in new and different 
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ways even and especially when we cannot be together in person.  And though 
life as we knew it has changed, still life goes on.  As for me and my pet kids, we 
are settling into our new place and thankful we have food and shelter and a 
space to call home.  I am now able to visit my family once a month which has 
been wonderful.  My Mom, Betty Powell, has been living with colon cancer for 
the last two years.  My Dad, Ron “Reb” Powell, discovered a lump behind his 
right ear that is cancerous.  Treatment is in the process of being scheduled as I 
write.  I continue to meet with a Counselor regularly as I have done for the last 
year (though for the last several months our appointments have been online).  
The divorce is estimated to be final around the end of August.  In my life I have 
been affected by the problem of alcoholism.  I have found serenity and peace in 
my life through a wonderful fellowship called Al-Anon.  “Al-Anon has but one 
purpose: to help families of alcoholics.”  Each week we meet and are currently 
doing so on a conference call.  I can say today with the help and support of 
friends and family and all of you, it is well with my soul. 
 

My days remain full with all that I did before we cancelled in person worship, I 
just do most of it from home instead of my office at the church.  Worship plan-
ning and sermon writing are the focus of about half my time of 40 to 50 hours 
plus hours per week.  I have found myself researching and attempting to stay 
informed as much as possible about guidelines and resources for worshiping 
online and how and when to resume in person worship.  Additionally I’m put-
ting together a curriculum using a number of different tools for Confirmation.  It 
would be a mixture of online interaction with some in person meeting.  The fo-
cus for the students would be our Lutheran Small Catechism and Baptismal 
Practices and how this foundation of our faith applies to our daily lives.  As a 
staff we’ve been meeting regularly again for the last several weeks to discuss 
current worship plans and possibilities going forward.  We are opening the 
church sanctuary a few days a week for meditative prayer and inviting folks (a 
person or household) to sign-up for a 25-minute time slot.  We are looking for-
ward to our outdoor worship service July 12 (rain date July 19) and will host 
another outdoor worship service in August.  Details and plans are in the making 
for the addition of some kind of in person worship in the Fall.  Stay tuned for 
more information.  We are committed to continuing online worship every Sun-
day, dial-a-worship live, and the after worship phone call.  As none of these 
ways have been our usual way of worshiping and being the church, this all takes 
time, and actually more than was the case prior to March.  Thinking “online” 
and not in person challenges a different way of being in ministry together.  As I 
meet with other Pastors in our North Rock County Conference and around the 
Synod, they are feeling the same way.  We are all finding ourselves a bit weary 
at times.  Our Synod Conference Deans have been meeting with the Bishop 
once a month (instead of once a quarter) and our Conference met every two 
weeks for a few months and have now returned to once a month.  All of this 
happens online with a video chat.  At least for the rest of the warmer weather 
months, you can find me outside at the church for Pavilion Chats with the Pas-
tor.  I’ll be there Thursdays from 9am to 11am beginning June 25.  Bring your 
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own chair (or sit at a picnic table) and favorite soda, coffee, or tea and come 
join us.  Physical distancing is still being encouraged.  As a reminder I can be 
contacted day or night by mobile phone (563-340-9233).  I am also available 
other times by appointment and commit myself to finding ways to make this 
happen as safely as possible for all of us. 
 

This past year did not go as I had hoped or planned with regard to taking sem-
inary courses.  And so I am still working through the candidacy process with 
our Synod Candidacy Committee.  They and the Bishop have been very sup-
portive and understanding.  I look forward to a better experience in the com-
ing year as I now have the opportunity for a “do over” with the classes.   
 

I am aware that perhaps I have not been present with you in these last few 
months in a way that you or I might have hoped.  Please forgive me.  My love 
for you all remains steadfast and my heart’s desire is still that I get to be with 
you for a long time to come.  Let us continue to walk together in the love and 
grace and mercy of our God through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior known 
to us now in the presence and power of Spirit.  I can remember during my 
years of seminary (2007 to 2012) walking across the campus in tears and 
thinking and praying and wondering if I’d make it and feeling as though I 
wouldn’t.  Always would be the Spirit whispering to me words of comfort 
and hope from this passage in Revelation.  A feeling would wash over me 
from “the spring water of life” quenching my thirst.  Life is difficult.  Stuff 
happens.  Yet we are never alone and as we live in this “already-not yet”; 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  
 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.  And I saw the 
holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, 
 

“See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples,  
and God himself will be with them;  
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.” 
 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all 
things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy 
and true.”  Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a 
gift from the spring of the water of life. 

 

By grace alone, 
Pastor Collette 
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9:00 am– 11:00 am 
Pavilion Chats with Pastor 
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Pavilion Chats with Pastor 
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School Supplies 

Email Addresses 

Hope’s Little Food Pantry 
The Little Food Pantry in front of the church is being used 
more than ever.  All donations are very appreciated.  Please 
keep in mind the temperature and the size of the box.   

Hope is in the process of building a new webpage!  Our goal is to have infor-
mation easily accessible and out in a timely manner.  One addition to our web-
site will be the use of a program called Mail Poet.  This program will allow us 
to send emails out to the entire congregation or specific groups when there is 
important information that needs to be shared, like changes to worship or meet-
ing times.  In order for this change to be successful, we need to update our 
email contacts for all members.  There is no limit to the number of addresses 
included so we can have one for the family or a number of them if each individ-
ual would prefer to get information sent to them.   
 

We would like to hear from everyone to verify that the email we may have in 
the system is correct, and what email address each household would like infor-
mation sent to.  We would also like to know who does not have email so we can 
make accommodations to assure those families get information as well.  You 
can either email the office (office@hopemilton.org), or call 608-868-3680.  
Please leave a message if no one answers. 
 

There is also the desire to be able to start sending the newsletter via email to 
save on printing and postage costs, that will be decided at a later date. 
 

If you do not want to receive any emails or notifications from Hope Lutheran, 
please contact the office via email or phone. 

We will again be collecting school supplies for the Milton Food Pantry and Lu-
theran World Relief School Kits.  At this time, we do not have a specific needs 
list for the Food Pantry, but all donations are appreciated and can be left in the 
garbage can located at the front of the church building marked “School Sup-
plies” 
 

Lutheran World Relief Kits need:  
(4) 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper, approximately 8” x 10 
½”; no loose leaf paper  
(1) 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the 
other  
(1) pencil sharpener  
(1) pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well 
(5) unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band  
(5) black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band  
(1) box of 16 or 24 crayons  
(1) 2 ½” eraser  
(1) sturdy drawstring backpack  



 

Hope Treasurer’s Report 

May General Mission Income     $19,382.37 

May General Mission Expenses    $14,083.61 

Difference                    $5,298.76 

Thank You 

Income & expense from Designated Offering does not pay normal operating expenses. 

Lutherdale Fest & Quilt Auction 

YTD General Mission Income               $102,907.67 

YTD General Mission Expenses    $92,454.91 

Difference                  $10,432.76 

Amount owed to ourselves (self loan)  $9,733.86 

On behalf of the entire GIFTS Board of Directors, staff and guests, thank you for 
your continued support.  It is this support – whether you are a donor, a sponsor 
Church, a volunteer or a prayer supporter – that is our lifeline.  Together GIFTS 
will continue to thrive and grow in it’s mission to serve the homeless men of the 
area! 

34th Annual Lutherdale Fest & Quilt Auction 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 8 | 9 am - 3pm 

 

Come enjoy the beauty, workmanship, and creativity of the  
200+ quilts expected in this year's auction!  

Online bidding will also be available for the quilt auction and the silent auction.  
All bidding closes at midnight on Friday, August 7, 

 

Due to COVID-19, Lutherdale has added protocols to ensure the health and well
-being of our guests and volunteers.  Returning guests will observe a few modifi-
cations.  This event will be held outdoors.  Physical distancing is requested and 
masks are encouraged.  Masks will be required inside buildings.  Food and bev-
erages will be packaged for consumption outdoors.  
 

NEW THIS YEAR!   

Special quilt viewing, in 1-hour time slots, will be available  
Monday, August 3 - Thursday, August 6 for up to 10 people at a time. 

Participants will have the opportunity to view quilts and place bids.   
Limited viewing will be available on Friday, August 7 to preview the quilts. 

Quilt viewing will be inside the Chapel and new Conference Center. 
Masks will be required inside the building for quilt viewing. 

 

Please call (262)742-2352 or email casey@lutherdale.org to reserve a time slot. 
 

Quilt Preview and Wisconsin Fish Fry FRIDAY, AUGUST 7 | 4 pm - 7pm 
 

Lutherdale | N7891 US Highway 12, Elkhorn, WI 53121 | www.lutherdale.org | 
(262) 742-2352  
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2    Sandy Berge, Mike Fredrick, 
 Grady Hergert 
3 Nichole Williams,  
4 Meghan Gasser, Bette Dabson 
5 Quinn Vegter, Sharon Hensley 
6 Iyla Labansky, Julia Mathesius 
7 Nancy J. Anderson, Cody Anderson 
9 Sandra McShane, Kyle Kolloff, 
  Madalyn Ellefson 
10  Ryley Thipphayoth 
11   Carol Hulburt 
12 Nicole Fladhammer,  
 Katy Ellefson, Ed Nicolaus,  
 Lindsay Hergert, Sherry Woods 
13  James Mickelson 
14  Steve Mathesius 
15  Dawn Jensen, Brandon Benson    
17   Phil Johns 
18   Jeff Hansing 

19 Renee Kolloff 
20   Dane Nelson 
21 Barbara Matthews,  
 Jeremy Woodcock 
22  Lisa Heinen, Karen Puerner, 
 Danielle Heitsman 
23  Shannon O’Rourke, Travis 

Knutson 
24 Vern Klitzke 
25 Mark Muth, Sandy Keeser 
26  Olivia DeRemer,  
        Sydney Watson, Audree Neal 
28 Jason Berthiaume,  
 Carrie Turk, Karen Gentz,  
 Lindsay Shefka 
29 Katrina Henry, Abbigail Klenz 
30  Chuck Hansing, Bob Willett,  
  Michael Gransee 
31 Bill Storm, Kashton Labansky 

Serena Westlund & Aaron Hawley  July 4 
Alan & Judy Fladhammer   July 7 
Ed & Janet Ellefson    July 8 
Mike & Jen Gransee    July 8 
Sean & Sarah Harvatine   July 14 
Jay & Kerry Gasser    July 15 
Andrew & Lynette Brookhiser   July 15 
Joe Brown & Lisa Heinen-Brown  July 17 
Duane & Dawn Heitsman   July 17 
Vern & Rose Klitzke    July 20 
Tom & Sandy Berge    July 21 
Gary & Cheryl Getchel    July 21 
Jeremy & Denise Webb    July 25 
Jamie & Jessica Westlund   July 31 



 

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCHHOPE LUTHERAN CHURCHHOPE LUTHERAN CHURCHHOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH    
MISSION STATEMENTMISSION STATEMENTMISSION STATEMENTMISSION STATEMENT    

 

Serving All Through Jesus Christ In 
Thought, Word and Deed. 

 

Adopted by Hope Lutheran Church 
July, 2015 

 

Use whatever gift you’ve received for the good of one another 

so that you can show yourselves to be good stewards of God’s 

grace in all its varieties.  1 Peter 4:10 

Pastor 
Rev. Collette Gould  
Pastorcollette2007@gmail.com 
 
Office Manager 
Kirsten Woodcock 
office@hopemilton.org 
 
 

Director of Music 
Carleen Courtney 
music@hopemilton.org 
 
Sextons 
John Schultz, Deb Iatonna 
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Many members’ anniversaries are in our computer program already, but 
some are not.  If you would like it shared, please call or email your mar-
riage date to the office to make sure we have it, or if you notice it missing 
in the correct month.  Thank you. 

CHURCH STAFF   608-868-3680 
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