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Hope Lutheran ChurchHope Lutheran Church   

Christian Education Orienta-
tion and Registration Day - 
August 4, 2010  
 

· 6:00 - 7:00 pm - LRE (Lutheran Reli-
gious Education) Orientation for 4th, 
5th, and 6th grade students and their 
parents/guardians in the sanctuary.    

 

· 7:00 - 8:00 pm - 7th and 8th grade Con-
firmation Orientation for parents/
guardians in the sanctuary. 

 

See page 8 for more details for each of these 
meetings. 
 

· Acolyte Training for ALL 7th and 8th 
grade students will take place during the 
first class time on September 8, 2010. 

 

Save the Date  
 

Sunday School Rally Day 
Sunday, September 12th 

 
9th Grade Confirmation 

starts Wed. Aug. 25th 
with the 

Meet Your Mentor Dinner 
at Milwaukee Grill 

6:30 pm 

Hope’s Annual School  
Supply Collection! 

 

The congregation of Hope has a wonderful 
history of collecting school supplies for our 
Milton kids in need and also for kids in 
need around the world.  In an effort to bring 
a focus to this mission, we are doing a one-
time collection for school supplies for three 
different ministries!  We will collect school 
supplies for Lutheran World Relief (LWR) 
school bags, Milton Community Action 
(MCA) school bags and Operation Christ-
mas Child (OCC) boxes all at once!  If you 
feel strongly about one ministry or another, 
feel free to mark your contributions for a 
specific ministry, otherwise, we’ll put them 
all together in one grand collection to give 
to the glory of God!  You can drop off your 
contributions at Vacation Bible School or at 
the church anytime until August 29th (MCA 
will need the supplies by August 8th if you 
would like to give to that ministry).  Some 
specific items for LWR: crayons, sharpen-
ers, scissors, rulers, and erasers; all those 
plus notebooks, sketch pads, coloring 
books, pencils/pens, pencil crayons, pencil 
boxes/bags, markers, folders, glue sticks, 
watercolors, stickers and colored pencils for 
OCC.  Thank you for your care for the chil-
dren of the world and thanks be the God for 
the opportunity to serve in Christ’s name! 
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Where In the World Is God? 
 

The youth of Hope Lutheran Church have been experiencing God’s work all over the place 
for years.  They’ve gone to Milwaukee, Janesville, Madison, South Dakota, and as far as 
New Orleans to see God’s work and understand their call to participate in it.  But when is the 
last time you’ve gone on a trip like that?  I wonder if it’s time for all of us to follow the lead 
of our spectacular youth and venture out to see God’s work in the world.  If you’re wonder-
ing the same thing I invite you to join me for a time of conversation, prayer, and a little bit of 
dreaming on Monday, September 13th at 6:30 p.m.!  Where may God be calling us to go to 
experience the global community of faith?  Where is God at work in the world that we might 
encounter God and have our lives changed?  What relationships may we be a part of if we 
step out in faith and worship in a completely different culture?  Come on over…everyone is 
welcome! 
 

In Christ, 
 

Hope team attends synod event 
 

On July 17th and 18th at St. Matthew’s New Life Church in Madison, WI a group of Hope 
staff and council members attended a South-Central Synod of Wisconsin event entitled, 
“Joining In with God’s Work.”  We were blessed to hear presenters (including Kelly Fryer, 
author of “Reclaiming the ‘L’ Word”) speak about the work God is doing in the world and 
the ways we as the church are called to join in.  We were challenged to ask, “Are we doing 
what matters to God?” as a congregation, as a staff, as a council, and as individual followers 
of Jesus Christ.  If you were asked that question, how would you respond?  May God con-
tinue to place Hope in the position of hearing the call and challenge of proclaiming the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ!  If you’d like to know more about the event you may ask any of those 
from our church who participated: Pr. Rachael, Sue Chwala, Rob Malewicki, Kathy Wagner 
or Kris Kane.  Thank you for this wonderful opportunity! 

Welcome, Jen! 
 

Hope Lutheran has been blessed with many dedicated, creative and faith-filled Senior High 
Youth leaders, and the newest coordinator is no exception.  Beginning August 1st, 2010 Jen 
Watson will begin her tenure walking alongside Hope’s youth.  Jen brings with her a great 
excitement for ministry as she has demonstrated time and again with our Sunday school and 
confirmation programs.  Please take a moment to welcome Jen in her new position with the 
staff of Hope Lutheran and to pray for her in her new ministry position.  Thanks be to God 
for providing this congregation with yet another strong, Spirit-led leader! 
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Mom’s Night Out! 
 

After a few months off, the “Mom’s Night 
Out” group will meet again on Monday, 
August 9th at 6pm at the 
Milwaukee Grill in 
Janesville.  Anyone look-
ing for a chance to share 
good conversation and 
good food is welcome to 
join us.  Please sign up 
on the sheet in the Nar-
thex or call the office 
(868-3680) so we know 
how many to reserve for. 

Save the Date 
 

Sunday, September 26 is the date for 
our annual Pig Roast.  Mark your  

calendars now! 

Good Samaritan Fund  
Update 

 

In July we were able to offer gas and food 
assistance to an individual in the Milton 
community through the Good Samaritan 
Fund here at Hope Lutheran.  We currently 
have $3033.81 in this fund that offers tem-
porary assistance to those in need.  As Sep-
tember approaches, we will be offering 
scholarships for our Lutheran Religious 
Education (LRE) and Confirmation minis-
tries through this fund.  If you would like to 
contribute to the Good Samaritan Fund, you 
may make a check out to Hope Lutheran 
Church and write “Good Samaritan Fund” 
on the memo line and the envelope. 

An Opportunity to Thank Kim Rucker 
 

Hope Lutheran will celebrate Kim Rucker’s years of faithful and vibrant ministry as Coordi-
nator for Senior High Youth on Sunday August 22nd.  We will recognize this ministry dur-
ing worship, and there will be a gathering in Kim’s honor with goodies provided by the 
board of Congregational Life between worship services, from approximately 9 to 9:30 am.  
Please come to celebrate and give thanks for what God is doing in the lives of the youth in 
this place! 
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Haiti, Six months later:  An update from Lutheran W orld Relief 
 

Baltimore, July 12, 2010– Six months after Haiti’s devastating 7.0 earthquake, Lutheran 
World Relief (LWR) remains hard at work assisting those who are still dealing with its after-
math and will be for years to come.  
 

LWR, with a 14-year history in Haiti, is focusing the majority of its efforts on underserved 
rural populations.  Many rural communities found themselves hosting an influx of people 
who fled the capital city of Port-au-Prince after the quake, putting a severe strain on already 
limited resources. 
 

“It’s a tenuous situation,” said Alex Wilson, LWR’s deputy regional director for Latin Amer-
ica, who visited Haiti in June.  “Lots of families left the city initially, but then went back in 
search of shelter, work and educational opportunities.  However, the situation in Port-au-
Prince remains critical, and many have now returned to their communities of origin a second 
time.” 
 

LWR is working with local partners to support rural communities through cash-for-work pro-
grams to build soil and water conservation structures, distribution of additional seeds in 
preparation for the rainy season and training on agricultural production, to ensure that people 
have some income and that farmers are able to grow sufficient food to feed everyone.  In ad-
dition, LWR is supporting the construction of latrines and low-cost water filter systems to 
accommodate the additional populations that have fled to rural areas. 
 

“We lost one child during the earthquake in Port-au-Prince, and we didn’t even have time for 
a funeral,” said Monique Orestil, a participant in LWR’s program in Maissade, a rural com-
munity located about a four hour drive north of Port-au-Prince.  “I brought my remaining 
five children here, and LWR helped me participate in a cash-for-work program.  It was like 
God landing in Maissade.  I left Port-au-Prince without anything, but now I can work for my 
family.” 
 

As a member of the global aid consortium ACT Alliance, LWR has also supported life-
saving measures in and around Port-au-Prince, since the days immediately after the earth-
quake.  ACT Alliance members have provided food, water and sanitation, shelter and other 
services to more than 341,000 people. 
 

“We are in a transition period now, moving from immediate relief efforts into the rehabilita-
tion phase so that rural families can re-establish their livelihoods,”  Wilson said.  LWR, tak-
ing a long-term approach to rehabilitation and recovery, plans to work with earthquake-
affected communities for five years. 
 

“This was a devastating crisis,”  Wilson added.  “Recovery will take a long time.” 
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Adult Mission Visioning Meeting 
 

Monday, September 13th at 6:30 p.m.! 
 

Please join us in visioning where we may be led 
to view God’s love at work first hand 

On the domestic side, LWR has mobilized its supporters to advocate to the U.S. government 
for cancellation of Haiti’s debt, and for emergency funding to support reconstruction pro-
grams.  As a result of advocacy efforts by many organizations and individuals, in February 
the Obama Administration announced support for canceling Haiti’s nearly $1 billion debt 
and in April, President Obama signed the Debt Relief for Earthquake Recovery Act into law.  
Earlier this month, the U.S. House of Representatives passed a supplemental funding bill that 
includes crucial funds for reconstruction and agriculture efforts in the country.  LWR contin-
ues working to ensure that policy-makers hear the voices and understand the needs of Haitian 
civil society. 
 

Also in the U.S., LWR has partnered with Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministries (NLOM) in 
an effort to have summer camp participants work to assemble 32,000 LWR health kits-
enough for an entire shipping container-to be sent to those in need in Haiti. 
 

“I’m delighted that LWR sought us out with the idea,” said David Coker, executive director 
of NLOM.  “And I’m excited for the kids who will come to camp this summer.  The health 
kit service project will help them connect to their faith in powerful ways.” 
 

Reprinted from an email sent by LWR news on July 12, 2010 
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Glenn and I would like to thank all our dear 
friends at Hope for all their prayers, cards 
and calls these last months.  It meant so 
much to us to know we had a wonderful 
church family. 
 

We especially want to thank Pastors Matt 
and Rachael for all their calls and visits to 
Madison. 
 

We are so thankful and very blessed to have 
you all-This was truly a miracle! 
 

We give praise to God!! 
Glenn & Jordy Getchell 

Members of Hope Lutheran Church, 
 

I would like to thank all of you who wished 
me well and prayed for me during my battle 
with the knee infection.  I think I have 
turned the corner now and the healing has 
been very good.   It means a great deal to 
know many have prayed for me and I appre-
ciate every one of the prayers said. 
 

Thank you again and God bless you all, 
Gary Fisher 

I wish to thank everyone that donated cook-
ies for the Red Cross Bloodmobile on Fri-
day, July 2nd.  They provided a nice assort-
ment of delicious cookies.  Thanks also to 
Bonnie Kegler and Lonnie Brown for their 
donation of time. 
 

We all expect to have blood available if we 
need it and the Red Cross will make sure it 
is.  However, it does take the cooperation of 
volunteers to make that happen.  Whether 
you’re the donor or participate in some 
other way at a bloodmobile visit, your effort 
is what makes that blood available. Thank 
you! 
 

Sincerely, 
Gail Slepekis 

Hello to everyone, from Kathy’s Corner! 
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Hope everyone is having a fun and somewhat relaxing summer.  Thanks to all our summer 
volunteers who have been so giving of their time.  I know summer can be a busy time with 
planning around vacations, running kids, appointments, and so on, but again we have been 
blessed with great volunteers. We are always looking for new volunteers so we will be hav-
ing a “Learn & Earn Sundae.”  It will be a fun learning event with sundaes and prizes.  More 
details will be in the epistle and in September Voice of Hope. Please save this date, Sunday 
October 24th. We will be having raffle prizes, so if you can donate anything like prizes, gift 
cards, gift certificates, or anything please mark it “Learn & Earn Sundae” or “Kathy” and 
bring it to the office.  You can call me if you want me to pick something up.  My number is 
(608) 774-0469.  Please plan on attending this important and fun event.  Thanks everyone for 
all your gifts of time and talents. God Bless You. 
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Attention SHY Members 
 

We are having a farewell-thank you party for Kim Rucker for her 3 years of  
wonderful service as Hope’s High School Youth Coordinator.  

There will be swimming, volleyball, food, and a campfire.     
When: Sunday, August 15th 

Time: 3pm-8pm 
Where: Kim Rucker’s House (3911 S. Colorado Tr.  Janesville) 

Please RSVP: Leann Wasemiller (608) 201-3724 or Jen Watson (608) 757-8322 

A Special Thank You 
 

Wow, what an amazing 3 plus years I have had getting to know the senior 
high youth of our congregation.  I knew it would be a great experience but I 
didn't realize how life changing it would be.  I also didn't realize what a 
tough decision it would be to step down and how much I will miss each and 
every one of the youth.  (I plan to hang around, but limited as a chaperone 
every now and then or if any help is needed here and there.)  I have learned 
things and had experiences that I never thought were possible.  I have 
gained so much more from them than they would ever have gained from 
me.  I thank the youth and the congregation for allowing me this experi-
ence.  I also want to thank the congregation for their continued support and 
generosity to myself and the youth.  This is an amazing congregation to be 
a part of.  Thanks be to God!  
 

God's peace<><  
Kim Rucker  

August Special Offering Envelopes 
 

Milton Community Action/Food Pantry: Donations to this special offering will be used to 
buy food to re-stock the Milton Food Pantry. The need for assistance from the food pantry 
typically increases in summer when children are out of school and do not have access to 
school lunches. Your donation will help to keep the food pantry well stocked through out the 
summer months. 



Kids, Education, & You 

Christian Education Orientation and 
Registration Day - August 4, 2010  
 

Hope will hold Orientation and Registration 
for all students and parents from 4th grade 
to 8th grade on Wednesday, August 4, 
2010.   Please note the earlier date for 
registration.  We are trying this time during 
VBS week when many families are here in 
Milton.  It will also free up families' time 
on the Milton School registration day.  
Families will receive information 
concerning the classes and activities for the 
coming 2010-2011 year at this meeting.  
Informational letters to families with 
children in grades 4 - 8 were mailed.  If you 
are a new member to Hope with a child in 
these grades, please contact the church 
office so we may add you to our education 
mailing list.  We look forward to seeing 
everyone at the following meetings. 
 

6:00 - 7:00 pm - LRE (Lutheran Religious 
Education) Orientation for 4th, 5th, and 6th 
grade students and their parents/guardians. 
The agenda will include completion of 
registration forms, collection of fees, and 
information on curriculum, activities and 
the calendar. The LRE fee is $55.00 per 
student.  This is the same amount as in 
previous years and includes curriculum and 
materials, activities, bussing from 
Northside, snacks, etc.  Scholarships are 
available from the Good Samaritan Fund. 

7:00 - 8:00 pm - 7th and 8th grade 
Confirmation Orientation for parents/
guardians and students (students attendance 
is optional).   Pastor Matt will discuss the 
Faith Inkubators format with parents/
guardians and students.  The meeting will 
cover Confirmation requirements, learning 
events and service projects.  Acolyte sign-
up and collection of fees will also take 
place.  The Confirmation fee is $95.00 per 
student.  This is also the same amount as in 
previous years and includes curriculum and 
materials, Bibles, activities, service project 
expenses, etc.  Scholarships are available 
from the Good Samaritan Fund. 
 

Acolyte Training for ALL 7th and 8th grade 
students will take place during the first class 
time on September 8, 2010. 
 

Sunday School registration will take place 
on Rally Day, September 12, 2010 at 9:15 
am. 
 

You may do registration anytime in August 
at the church office, if the August 4, 2010 
registration time does not work for your 
family because of vacation, etc. 
Completing registration before the first LRE 
and Confirmation classes will be 
appreciated.  Contact Sue Chwala, Pastor 
Matt or Pastor Rachael with any questions. 

KEY 
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Baobab Blast - God's Great Get-
Together VBS August 2 - 6, 2010 
 

Come and join us at the baobab tree on the 
African savannah for a week of creating, 
connecting and coming together.  Kids will 
collect Baobab Critters each day and learn 
to trust, love, follow, care and share in 
God's Great Get-Together! 
 

VBS is open to all kids from Pre-K to those 
entering 6th grade. (Pre-school children 
must have experience in a pre-school setting 
prior to registering.)  Ask your friends and 
neighbors to join you on Monday, August 2 
at 9:00 am at VBS.  The cost is $20.00 per 
student with a family maximum of $50.00.  
Scholarships are available from the Good 
Samaritan Fund.  Registration forms are 
available in the narthex, in the church 
office, and on the first day of VBS.  For 
more information, call Brinda Shea 758-
3118, Jen Watson 757-8322 or Sue Chwala 
868-2680. 
 

Colors of the day - Each day of VBS week 
children and volunteers are encouraged to 
wear a different color.  The colors for the 
week are:  Monday - Black and White, 
Tuesday - Rainbow, Wednesday - Purple, 
Thursday - Green, and Friday - Yellow.  On 
Sunday, the color is Rainbow for our post-
VBS 9:30 am worship service when the 
VBS kids will present songs from Baobab 
Blast.  We encourage all VBS families to 
attend. 
 

Baobab Blast Bonfire Potluck - Vacation 
Bible School will end the week with a 
bonfire on Friday evening.  We invite all 
VBS families to join us at a Baobab Blast 
Bonfire and Potluck on Friday, August 6 
from 6:00 - 7:30 pm.  Hope will provide 

hotdogs and beverages. Everyone should 
bring a dish to share.  Come for good food, 
a time of fellowship, a chance to meet other 
families, and to share in Baobab Blast 
songs. 
 

Baobab Blast at Worship - August 8, 
2010 - VBS students will share some of the 
Baobab Blast songs they learned during the 
week of VBS at the 9:30 am worship 
service. 
 

VBS Mission Focus 
Baobab Blast VBS will have two missions - 
one international and one, local, in the 
Milton community.  The first is Africa Jam 
- a youth organization serving young people 
in Cape Town, South Africa.  Africa Jam 
helps young people improve their 
community through leadership 
development, community outreach and arts 
and education.  The second is collecting 
school supplies for the Milton Food Pantry. 
The Food Pantry is stocking school supplies 

9 
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Seeking Education Volunteers  
 

What:  Volunteers, both adults and youth, to 
help our children learn about Jesus 
When:  Autumn to Spring (shorter-term op-
tions are available) 
Why: To share your faith with others 
Where: Here at Hope 
Who:  YOU 
 

We are continuing to search for several 
more education volunteers to fill grade lev-
els for this fall.  You don't need to be a par-

ent to become involved, only to want to be 
involved in the faith building of our young 
people.   Both adults and youth are welcome 
to volunteer.  Senior High Youth are en-
couraged to volunteer.  It's great fun to 
share your faith with kids. 
 

In particular, the LRE classes need addi-
tional teachers for 4th, 5th and 6th grades.  
Teachers usually work together in groups.  
This gives everyone the chance to have time 
off.  It also gives those who can volunteer 
for, say the fall, but not the spring the op-
tion to do that.  If you are willing to teach a 
6-week unit, at any time during the year, 
please let us know.   LRE meets on 
Wednesdays from 4:00 - 5:10 pm. 
 

Call Sue Chwala, Pastor Matt, Pastor 
Rachael or the church office to volunteer 
your talents for education.   Prayerfully con-
sider any of the following: 
 

*Sunday School meets between services 
from 9:15 - 10:15 am for Pre-K to 3rd 
grade.  Sunday School teachers and helpers 
usually work together in groups of 3 to 4, 
which give everyone the opportunity to 
have time off.  We are excited to continue 
using the Spark curriculum from Augsburg 
Fortress.  A Sunday School teachers meet-
ing will be on Tuesday, September 7 at 6:30 
pm.  Special projects, such as the Christmas 
Program and family activities, can also use 
volunteers. 
 

*LRE-Lutheran Religious Education meets 
on Wednesday afternoons from 4:00 - 5:10 
pm for 4th, 5th, and 6th grades.  LRE teach-
ers are encouraged to work in groups and 
teaching materials are provided.  We need 
volunteers for special projects, such as the 
Christmas Program, soup suppers and 6th 

to provide for the many families in need this 
year.  VBS students and the congregation 
are encouraged to donate the following 
specific items during VBS week.  Of 
course, non-perishable food items are 
always a welcome donation. 
 

*Kleenex  *scissors 
*handiwipes  *erasers 
*rulers - standard and metric 
*anti-bacterial hand wash*#2 lead pencils 
*crayons - box of 24 *colored pencils 
*compass and protractor  *markers 
*red/blue/black ball-point pens  
*Elmer's glue all and glue sticks 
*wide-lined loose leaf paper  
*spiral notebooks  *pocket folders  
*construction paper 
 

As you are shopping for school supplies and 
notice sales, please pick up some extras to 
donate to the Food Pantry.  In addition, all 
of Hope is collecting school supplies for 
Lutheran World Relief and Operation 
Christmas Child. Therefore, you may 
donate school supplies for local use - the 
Milton Food Pantry during VBS week and 
for world- wide needs after VBS.  Thank 
you for your generosity. 
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grade parables. An LRE teacher’s meeting 
will be held Tuesday, August 24 at 6:30 pm. 
 

*LRE Assistant/Snack Coordinator - This 
volunteer is responsible for snacks and 
drinks for the LRE students on Wednesday 
afternoons.  They will need to make or buy 
delicious and healthy snacks, set out and 
clean-up the food, and help with attendance 
on Wednesdays.  The LRE budget includes 
money for snacks. 
 

*Confirmation meets on Wednesday eve-
nings from 6:30 - 8:00 pm.  Small group 
leaders (2 adults for each small group) assist 
small group discussion and service projects.  
Discussion topics and all materials are 
given to you.  Pastor Matt will lead a train-
ing session for all adults interested in being 
small group leaders on September 1, 2010 
at 6:30 pm. 
*Short-term Projects - There are several 
activities and projects throughout the year 
where we can use extra help - for decorat-
ing, set-up, leading, teaching, etc.  Some are 
Sunday School Family Activity Days, Rally 
Day, Christmas Program, Lutherdale Quilt 
Auction Service Project, Bible Breakfast 
etc. 

Mark Your Calendars for the Begin-
ning of Christian Education Classes  
 

September 8 -  
 4:00 - 5:10 pm LRE classes begin 
for 4th, 5th and 6th gr. students 
 6:30 - 8:00 pm First class for 7th 
and 8th gr. Confirmation students.  Will 
include  Acolyte Training 
 6:30 -8:00 pm. 9th gr. Confirmation 
 
September 12 - 9:15 -  
 10:15 am. Rally Day, First day of 
Sunday School for Pre-K to 3rd gr. students 
 

9th Gr. Confirmation 
August 25 - 6:30 - 8:00 pm. Meet Your 
Mentor Dinner at Milwaukee Grill Restau-
rant, Parents may drop off and pick up stu-
dents at the restaurant 
 

September 8 - 6:30 - 8:00 pm. Class -  
Drive-By Prayers 
 

September 18 - 19 - Lutherdale Overnight 
Retreat, Meet at Hope at 8:30 am on Satur-
day, remember to bring a sack lunch, return 
to Hope on Sunday at 3:30 pm 
Christian Education Leader Training 
 

August 24th, 6:30 pm LRE Teacher Train-
ing Meeting 
 

September 1 - 6:30 - 8:00 pm 7th and 8th 
Grade Confirmation Small Group Leader 
Training 
 

September 7th, 6:30 pm Sunday School 
Teacher Training 
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
Being representatives of God's word the purpose of Hope Lutheran Church 
is to be a worshipping, learning, witnessing, and serving community of for-
given followers of Jesus Christ. 
 
We strive to foster spiritual growth in ourselves and others through all our 
actions and decisions.  We welcome and value the talents of all who are 
brought to us by God's will. 
 
Adopted by Hope Lutheran Church 
May 31, 1992 

Hope Lutheran Church 
335 Dairyland Drive 
Milton, WI  53563 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 16 

Milton, WI 

Hope Lutheran Church 
335 Dairyland Drive 
Milton, WI  53563 
608-868-3680 
office@hopemilton.org 
www.hopemilton.org 
 
Staff:  
Pastors Matt & Rachael Powell 
Sue Chwala, Education Coordinator 
Barbara Saunders, Director of Music 
Kirsten Woodcock, Office Manager 
Kathy Wagner, Volunteer Coordinator 
David Benson, Lester Hartzell, Sextons 
Jen Watson, Coordinator Senior High Youth 
Pastor Brian & Kristen Konkel, ELCA 
  Missionaries in South Africa 


