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STORM WATER DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS

Hope Lutheran Church has partnered with the City ofdviitb improve the storm
water runoff/drainage situation on the church grounds. Cityehas an easement on
our land for storm water drainage. Over the past fewsystorm water runoff has
resulted in large sinkholes and dangerous ground near ourqlaygbequip-

ment. We were very concerned about the safety of oladrehi Joe Thompson,
Don Grosenick, and | have been working with the Citlyldfon to implement a bet-
ter drainage solution for the storm water runoff. Régehe City buried new and
larger pipe for drainage which we hope will be the sihitnprovements on the
grounds. We will continue to work proactively with théyGp make sure a safe area
is created and maintained for the long term. Feeltfréet Joe, Don, or me know if
you have questions or concerns.

Rob Malewicki
Congregational Outreach

Intern Update

A discussion was held at the December 4 budget meeting #ie future of the In-
tern program at Hope. The majority of the people wheevpeesent were very happy
with the intern program but would like to wait until Jaryaf 2013 to apply for an-
other intern. This would give us a year without anrmte collect the necessary
funds to support the next intern. In September of 2012yilwagain ask for pledges
to be brought forth to support the Intern fund. Upon thedtaledges equaling
$25,000 by the end of December, we will request an interddpe. The intern
would begin his/her duties in June or July of 2013. Thenrdecision will be on the
agenda again for the May 2012 Annual meeting.

Marie Benson, Chairperson, Intern committee
Karl Westlund, Intern commitee



Another Call to Serve in Christ's Name?

This past year, the people of Hope have been an actitreient in countless justice
and outreach ministries. GIFTS Men’s Shelter in Jatiesizove INC of Rock
County, Milton Community Action Food Pantry, the Kofavork in South Africa,
Hope’s Senior High Youth trip to Standing Rock ReservatioSouth Dakota, and
World Vision 30-Hour Famine are just a few of the waysl @as called us into
God’s world to work for justice and proclaim Christ. Amalv, our phone is ringing
again! The word is out about the missional work of tlisgregation andnother
opportunity is available for our discussion and prayerful discenment.

The new Executive Director of tidilton Area Youth Center (MAYC), Pamela
Thomas, has reached out to the people of Hope tih @ldd may be calling us to
partner with them in serving the 6-9" grade youth of the Milton School District
MAYC was originally a project of the Seventh Day Bap€hurch but it is no longer
affiliated with any individual congregation. Mrs. Thonhas been given the oppor-
tunity to cultivate relationships with people of faithdbighout the greater Milton
area in cooperation with the MAYC Board of Directonsl & eager to share this
thriving ministry with us. On many weeks over 40 youth athegang at MAYC

and with this incredible participation from the kids oiftbh much is needed in the
way of volunteer help Adult mentors from the community spend time with the kids
in all kinds of productive waysThey play, read, knit, eat, work, and talk with the
kids in an environment where they can learn the love of God ahlife skills

they’ll need for decades to come Of coursemuch is also needed financiallyo
keep MAYC going strong. Is God calling you to this ministig?God calling Hope
to a ministry partnership with MAYC?

Please reserv@unday, March 4" at 9:15 a.m.on your calendar when we will wel-
come MAYC Executive Director Pamela Thomas for a totheonversation and dis-
cernment.In the meantime, feel free to call me with any questionsnd spend
some time in prayerabout how God may use the gifts you have been givearie-
fit the youth of Milton. This may or may not be assion partnership to which the
Spirit is leading this congregation but it is another opyuty to be in conversation
with God about who we are. Everyone is welcome!

Thanks be to God for the Spirit’s work in our midst!
In Christ,

Dy Rl o



Wisconsin Concealed Carry Law

Perhaps you have noticed the new signs around Hope thatNedeirearms or
Weapons Allowed on this Property.” These have beetegas response to the Con-
cealed Carry Law passed by the Wisconsin State Legislafittte Hope Lutheran
Church congregational council approved the following Corced#eapon Policy at
the November, 2011 council meeting. If you have any questeamyasding the policy
or the church’s need for such a policy please feelterapeak with any council
member, Pastor Matt or Pastor Rachael. May the Gpdaife and justice abide
with us until Christ’s return when such signs are nodomgecessary.

RESOLVED: Firearms, weapons, and concealed weapomsa@hibited on church
property and specifically prohibited within church building$ie Hope Lutheran
Church congregational council President shall ensure propiee of this policy is
posted consistent with law.

RESOLVED: Employees of the church are prohibited framying concealed
weapons during the course of their employment, regardfeskether or not li-
censed to carry concealed weapons. The Hope LutheractCbersonnel commit-
tee shall ensure proper notice is given to all emplog@esigh an employee hand-
book, human resource policy statement, and/or théngost signs.

Greetings!

The end of December is always a special time of yeareaselebrate and remember
the Incarnation. For me, the end of December this wébalso mark the half-way
point of internship! It is hard to believe that this lteme so fast! These six months
have been a great blessing and opportunity for me. | centinthank God for the
incredible community to which | have been called thsryeAlso in December, Galil
and | were able to announce that Elijah is going to lng &rother! Gail is due in

late June, and we a¥#ERYexcited for the coming of this addition to our family!

| have had several opportunities in the past few weeks toierpe pastoral collegi-
ality. | attended a meeting with the Greater Miltomlgtierial Association (pastors
from the Milton area), a text study with pastors intFAikinson, and a meeting with
other interns and supervisors in Monroe, WI. This iseatgway for me to connect
with other pastors and church leaders to share ideasjenges, insights. Thank
you again for your ongoing hospitality and support in mygrasformation!

Peace,
Josh Brecht
Pastoral Intern 3



Christian Sympathy

Ken Schwanke was called to his eternal home in Chni@ecember'8. Pastor

Matt presided at a worship service of proclaiming Christiieaicand risen, remem-
bering before God our brother Ken, giving thanks for his ééenmending him to

our merciful redeemer, and comforting one another ingoief at Hope on December
8". Gracious volunteers from Hope Lutheran preparediciales luncheon in
Friendship Hall, shared a meal with family and neighkeamd, cleaned up afterwards.
Please keep Beverly, and the entire Schwanke famifygun prayers.

T~ NG,

2012 Mission Spending Plan Approved

Hope Lutheran’s 2012 mission spending plan, or budget, was weljigliscussed,
and approved at an annual budget meeting on Sunday, DecémbEnahk you to
each committee who visioned for the future and submittexhmeendations to the
congregational council during the fall months. Thank yotlilteresa Dahl,
congregational treasurer, for getting input from each citte creating one
working budget format, and for presenting this budget to thgregation at the
annual meeting. If you were unable to attend this meetutgybuld like a copy of
the mission spending plan, additional copies are availablthe usher’s table at the
back of the sanctuary. You may also call the churtibeofor more information.

Inclement Weather Reminder

Please remember to check Hope’s websitevat/.hopemilton.organd
www.wclo.com/closingdor the most up to date
information regarding worship and Sunday school dur’ %

inclement weather. The internet offers us the besbrbypity to
provide the most updated information to the greatest nuaflzople.




Hope's Senior High Youth (SHY) News!

Calendar Events
Thursday Dec 29' Light Fest at Rotary Gardens!
Meet at Hope at 5:30pm. Bring $4 entry.
Optional Extra $ for refreshments
Dress warm...both outside and inside displays!
RSVP: Leann 201-3724 text or call
Jen 262-203-3200 call or emgihten80@yahoo.com

SundayJan 29" SLEDDING /PIZZA at Lutherdale!
Meet at Hope at 11:30a for SHY meeting.
Leave Hope at 1pm for Winter Fun at Lutherale!

Recap Christmas Party: Twelve SHY kids attended along with Pastor Matt, Josh,
Gail and Elijah Brecht, Scott, Jen and Leann. We playanes and enjoyed a white
elephant gift exchange! Oh yes...can't forget the doeall Great fun had by all!

SHY Kids Highlighted!

Aaron Hack: Aaron is a senior at East Troy High School and tsatve distance to
be part of our SHY group and our Hope Family! This sunimgourneyed on mis-
sion with our group to South Dakota and two weeks laseeted with another youth
group back to South Dakota for a second week of missi@iteerAaron has a sin-
cere servant heart!

His activities and interests include: travel to the Boupddaters, playing baseball

and “giving his all to be an awesome person!” Aaron'stfiée scripture is from Job
36:15 which readsBut by means of their suffering, he rescues those who suffer. For
he gets their attention through adversity.”

Sarah Nelson:Sarah is a freshman at MHS and new to SHY this yda'ad®tended
our recent lock- in and was observed smiling and having fule\whtking Opera-
tion Christmas Child boxes. She enjoys softball, cleseting, running, listening to
music and polar plunging!



Donate your Christmas ACES Fellowship Planned

Cards Everyone is invited to join us for an
After this season of Joy when you are evening of fun and feIIowshlp at our
putting away Christmas decorations and next ACES dinner, to be
cleaning up the house, remember that held at 5:30 pm on Sun-
Sunday School can always use day, January 22nd at
Christmas cards for various craft Milwaukee Grill, Janes-
projects. Donate any of your used ville. For more informa-
Christmas cards to the education tion or reservations,
program at Hope. We only need the please call David &
front picture part of the card. Thank Marie Benson, 868-
you. 7384. Please RSVP by January 15th.

EDUCATION REMINDER

If Milton schools release early on a

Wednesday due to weather, there is no

LRE, Celebration Singers or Confirma-

tion on that night. If the weather is

: Euchre

guestionable, and classes at Hope are

cancelled without an early release, we Euchre Club will meet on Friday, Janu-

will post a message on our website at  ary 13th at 6:30 p.m.. The adult get-

www.hopemilton.organd on the WCLO  together will be at Hope Lutheran
closing/cancellation  Church and hosted by Don & Marna
page. Please feel Grosenick.

free to contact Sué  pjasse bring a dish to pass.

Chwala or the :
. Table settings and beverage
church office at 868 will be prOVided.

-3680 with any

questions. Please RSVP to Don &
Marna at 752-7092 Hope to
see you there!













News from the

GIFTS Ministry

Below are a couple of articles taken from the Decendsele of the God is Faithful
Temporary Shelter (GIFTS) newsletter. There aremab@u of opportunities to get
involved with this ministry on a regular basis. Is Gatlieg you to use your gifts in
this ministry? Thanks be to God for another opportunitsetwe in Christ’'s name!

E-MAIL NOTICE

If you want the GIFTS newsletter and

are not curramttgiving a copy....PLEASE

e-mail Diane at the Janesville Foundation.

E-mail
contact@janesvillefoundation.org

WANT TO MAKE A
DIFFERENCE?!

A-Team is in need of more people
to get involved.

The A-Team meets on a one-to-one K
sis with the men to inquire about issu
affecting their lives and what circum-
stances have caused them to be hom
less and provide the men with the
needed support systems in an effort t
improve their situations. Please cont
Rejeana at rdeviana@mhsjvl.org to h
make a difference.

Matt Prestil is trying to develop a work-
ing list of folks that might be willing to
assist at other churches when they are
short of help -- specifically in the area
of overnight help. We need a list of peo-

a- ple that are willing to fill in at short no-

bs tice! It is crucial for ALL the churches
to know they have a back up plan as

e- needed.

Call Matt for more information home
0 phone 754-0520
ACt cell phone 289-7231
BIP e-mail home mjrprestil@charter.net

work mprestil@anchorbank.com




Agrace HospiceCare to Offer
Educational Seminar in
January

A free educational seminar, “Grief in the
Workplace: Help for Employees, Supervi-
sors and Managers,” will be presented by
Agrace HospiceCare in January. The ses-
sion will be held at Agrace HospiceCare,
3001 W. Memorial Drive, Janesville, on

Agrace HospiceCare to Offer
Three Grief Support
Opportunities in January

In January, Agrace HospiceCare will begin
a new grief support series, offer a recurring
support group and provide an introductory
session for those grieving the death of a
loved one. All of the sessions are open to
the public and are provided without charge.

Tuesday, January 10, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00All groups are held at Agrace HospiceCare,

p.m. Pre-registration is requested; please
call Laura Jennings, HospiceCare public
affairs, at (608) 327-7192.

G.ILET.S. Men’s Shelter—
January 8 through
January 15.

Hope will partner with St. John Lu-
theran in Janesville and during that
week we will assist with intake, food
and spending the night. Help with set
up the afternoon of January 8 is also
needed.We have been blessed with a
crew of volunteers that have been more
than amazing, but | do not want to wear
them out For that reason, | am curious
if we have any new interest in this min-
istry. If you are interested in helping
with this ministry or receiving the
G.I.F.T.S. monthly newsletter, please
contact me at edand-
janet@centurylink.net or 868-2236.
Donations boxes will be in the narthex
January 1st through 8th. Thank you,
Janet Ellefson.
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3001 W. Memorial Drive in Janesville,
unless otherwise noted.

Journey Through Griefwill be held
January 17 — February 28 (Tuesdays),
from 10:00 a.m. — noon. Call Fran Coan
-Meredith at (608) 314-2919 to register.

Agrace HospiceCare’s Janesville So-
cial Groupwill be held Tuesday, Janu-
ary 17, from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. This
group is held at Ground Round, 2753
Milton Ave., Janesville. Call Linda at
(608) 757-1379 to register.

Introduction to Griefis an informative
session for adults that offers sugges-
tions on how to navigate the grieving
process and provides information about
Agrace HospiceCare grief support
groups. This session is available by ap-
pointment only. Call Fran Coan-
Meredith at (608) 314-2919.




The

KEY

3 Grade Bible Breakfast

Our Third grade students will be receiving
their Bibles in January The Board of
Education invites all'8 grade students and
their families to the Bible Breakfast at 9:15
am. on January 22, 2012."(graders will

be receiving more information in the mail).
Because of the Bible Breakfast there will be
No Sunday School for pre-K tdgraders

on that day.

January Mission focus - ELCA
Missionaries

Hope helps to support Brian and Kristen
Konkol in South Africa. They serve with
the Global Mission unit and currently reside
in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, and serve
as Country Co-Coordinators of the South
Africa based Young Adults in Global
Mission Program (Y.A.G.M.). This

program provides one-year service and
learning opportunities in South Africa for
E.L.C.A. young adults (between the ages of
21-30). Brian and Kristen Konkol maintain
a web site http://
briankristenkonkol.blogspot.com/ Check it
out to find out more about them and their
ministry in South Africa. Sunday School
and LRE offerings in January will go to
support our ELCA missionaries.

12

Kids, Education, &Y ou

Dishwasher Volunteers

The Board of Education is looking for a few
dishwashers and clean-up helpers for te 3
Grade Bible Breakfast on January 22, 2012.
Volunteers are wanted for about an hour
beginning at 9:45 am. If you are able to
volunteer, please call Janet Arndt at 868-
5340. Thank you.

Snow Days

As the winter weather begins, remember

that if Milton Schools are cancelled or
dismissed early because of bad weather, that
Hope has No Classes for LRE and
Confirmation. We will put the information

on the Hope website and contact WCLO.

Education Calendar

Sunday School — Pre-K to 8 grade
Meet at 9:15 — 10:15 am on Sundays
December 25 — No Sunday School
January 1, 2012 — No Sunday School
January 8 — Solomon Built the Temple
January 15 — Solomon Built the Temple
January 22 — 9:15 am Bible Breakfast for
3 grade students and families, No Sunday
School classes for Pre-K t8°grade

January 29 — Solomon Built the Temple



LRE — Lutheran Religious Education,
4" 5" & 6™ gr. Meet on Wednesday
afternoons

December 21 and 28 — No LRE Classes
January 4 — 4:00 — 5:10 pm Classes
January 11 — 4:00 — 5:10 pm Classes
January 18 — 4:00 — 5:10 pm Classes
January 25 — 4:00 — 5:10 pm Classes

7" and 8" grade Confirmation Meet

on Wed. evenings, 6:30 — 8:00 pm
December 21 and 28 — No Confirmation
Classes

January 4, 2012 — Learning Event
January 11 — Small Group Service Project
January 18 — Learning Event

January 25 — Students OFF, Small Group
Leaders Meeting 6:30 pm

The Twelve Days of Christmas

Our LRE students presented a wonderful
Christmas program on Sunday based on
"The Twelve Days of Christmas" carol.
Thank you to Ann DeWilde and Karen
O'Rourke for their patience, creativity and
organization in directing the students. The
week before the Sunday School children
presented their Christmas Sing! Thank you
to the Sunday School and LRE teachers for
their help with the Christmas programs;
and, thank you to the parents for sharing
your children with us.
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For those of you who inquired, here is the
last verse from "The Twelve Days of
Christmas" by Gail Gaymer Martin.

"On the twelfth day of Christmas,
my true love gave to me

Twelve points of doctrine,
Faithful Apostles,

God's Ten Commandments,
Fruits of the Spirit,

Eight "Blessed are they."

Gift of the Spirit,

Days of Creation,

Five books of grace,

Four Gospels true,

Faith, Hope and Love,

Two Testaments,

And God's Son born to set us all free."
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSION STATEMENT

Being representatives of God's word the purpose of Hope lami@nurch
is to be a worshipping, learning, witnessing, and sersamymunity of for-
given followers of Jesus Christ.

We strive to foster spiritual growth in ourselves and atti@rough all our
actions and decisions. We welcome and value the talkaliswdho are
brought to us by God's will.

Adopted by Hope Lutheran Church
May 31, 1992

Hope Lutheran Church
335 Dairyland Drive
Milton, WI 53563

RETURNED SERVICE REQUESTED

Hope Lutheran Church
335 Dairyland Drive
Milton, WI 53563
608-868-3680
office@hopemilton.org
www.hopemilton.org

Staff:
Pastors Matt & Rachael Powell
Sue Chwala, Education Coordinator
Josh Brecht, Pastoral Intern
Kirsten Woodcock, Office Manager
Kathy Wagner, Volunteer Coordinator
David Benson, Lester Hartzell, Sextons
Jen Watson & Leann Wasemiller

Co- Coordinators Senior High Youth
Pastor Brian & Kristen Konkel, ELCA

Non-Profit
Organization
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